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After a considerable number of this day’s paper had been 


worked off, we received important news from England, via | 


New York—the London dates being up to the 23d November, 
inclusive. 

The “whig”? ministry in England is totally dissolved, and a 
‘tory’? one was being formed, under the command of the duke 
of Wellington—lord Lyndhurst being lord chancellor, sir Robert 
Peel chancellor of the exchequer, &c. These proceedings had 
produced a great “sensation,” and ‘it is supposed that the ef- 
fects of them would be important in matters of the state and 
church, especially in Ireland. But there is no knowing yet 
what course the tories in power meant to pursue. 

Another ministry had been formed in France, chiefly com- 

osed of the same persous as belonged to the cabinet, previous 
to the “three days”? ministry, mentioned below. The duke of 
Treviso, (marshal Motier), is president of the council and mi- 
nister of war, with De Rigny, Thiers, Guizot, &c. in the other 
departments. 

The price of cotton was advancing, and the demand lively. 
Upland 8 to 10d. Orleans 8} to 11}, &c. at Liverpool, Novem- 
ber 21. 

It was only last week that we noticed the formation of 
a new ministry in France, at the head of whieh was 
placed the duke of Bassano—later advices shew that it 
lasted only about ‘‘¢hree days” and then dissolved itself 
—leaving public affairs in a state of chaos. This hap- 
pened on the 15th November. There are accounts one 
day later from Paris—and, though the papers abound 
with all sorts of speculations on the past and as to future 
events, but little information is afforded in regard to the 
real condition of things. The chambers were to have 
met on the Ist inst. December—the day of the meeting 
of the present session of congress; and a lively hope has 
been entertained by some, (but not at all by us), that a 
bill appropriating money to satisfy our claims for spolia- 
tions would have passed betore the arrival of the presi- 
dent’s message—which is rendered less probable, (if 
there was any probability of it), by the disorganization 
of the French cabinet. ‘There is a report that this was 
caused by the urgency of the king to have these claims 
promptly settled*—but we think it unlikely that the sim- 
ple appropriation of five millions of dollars, on the part 
of a nation so rich in means as France, should have 
brought about so much political confusion. The king’s 
party, if the word may be used, has a large numerical 
majority in the chamber of deputies, 350 out of 459—but 
much of the talent and personal influence of France is 
arrayed against him—being republicans, Bonapartists 
and royalists, proper. ‘The character and conduct of the 
king, with charges of avarice, and unworthy dabblings in 
stocks, &e. are very freely spoken of in some of the pub- 
lic journals. Louis Phillippe is said to be the richest 
individual in Europe, the ‘‘money-kings” not excepted. 

We regard these events as unfavorable to peace—if the 
president’s views, as to ‘‘reprisals,”’ are to be carried 
out—for they seemingly forbid an expectation that the 
money to pay our claim will be appropriated defore the 
message is in Paris—and afler its arrival, our opinion is, 
(as stated last week), that an appropriation will not be 
made. 


So much with respect to our relations with France. 
But we have also a delicate and difficult matter to settle 
with Great Britain, who has seized upon a large part of 
Maine, and forced many citizens of that state, (as we say 
that they are), into the dominion of her laws. On this 
subject a lively debate took place in the house of repre- 
sentatives on Wednesday, which the ‘*‘National [ntelli- 
gencer” promises to give at large. ‘The tameness with 
which Maine has submitted to this dismemberment of 
her territory and impressment of her citizens, for some 
considerable time past—is not less remarkable than the 
stern resolution and perfect honesty with which she seem- 
ed willing to proceed to extremities, to recover her citi- 
zens and soil. ‘The secret history of these matters must 








*Itis even said that he has speculated in them! 
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be highly interesting—and, especially, in letting us know 
how the present peaceable disposition so suddenly suc- 
ceeded the former spirit for war! 

The investigation of the affairs of the bank, and the 
preparation of the report lately presented to the senate, 
(of parts of which we have some brief notices in this day’s 
REGISTER), were mainly conducted by Messrs. T'yler and 
Mangum, occasionally assisted by the other members of 
the committee. Mr. Tyler drew up the report, which 
is voluminous, and accompanied by many documents. 

Immediately after the reading of the report, Mr. Ben- 
ton attacked it with great warmth, and was ably replied 
to by Mr. T'yler. Aud the opportunity has been em- 
braced to make another general assault on the bank, and 
upon every person who thinks that the administration is 
not always right, nor the bank always wrong—and the 
present subject matter has relation only to these; not to its 
continuance under its present, or a revised charter: Nor 
is the incorporation of a new bank contemplated in the 
report; Mr. J'yler being decidedly opposed, (as we think 
that Mr. Mangum also is), to such an establishment on 
constitutional grounds. And, under present prospects, 
(because of the influence and power of the executive, of 
constitutional objections, and the deep interest which has 
been built up and exists in favor of the state banks), we 
do not suppose that any one, however friendly to the in- 
stitution, hopes that any new charter will be granted, 
until the want of a wational bank shall aearn be felt, and, 
from the necessity of the case, again obtain new supporters 
or weaken the zeal of its honorable opponents.* Hence, 
though we shall present the leading documents submitted, 
we have retired from discussions that bear upon a ree 
charter of the bank. Indeed, we have no expectation that 
the bank will obtain any sort of facility in the winding up 
of its affairs, (unless from necessity ), over or beyond those 
already conferred upon it by law. ‘The president has so 
determined his course, and will pursue it to the issue. 
As these things cannot be prevented, contests concernin 
them have only a tendency to keep up a profitless excite- 
ment—and especially so to those who desire the continu- 
ance of the bank, under a modified and more restricted 
charter, or the establishment of a new one, on proper 
principles. 

The practice of coarsely insinuating, or cautiously im- 
puting, CORRUPTION in those who do not, without 
qualification, accept of new points in the politieal ereed, 
as proclaimed by the party, has become exceedingly dis- 
gusting—and, if believed, would render us contemptible 
before the whole civilized world. i change of opinion, 
however much the circumstances of a case may have 
changed, unless favorable to new points of the creed, are 
denounced as dishonest. Mr. Van Buren, Mr. Grundy 
and Mr. Benton petitioned to establish offices at Albany, 
Nashville and St. Louis, respectively—and ‘‘always de- 
mocratic Pennsylvania,” through her local legislature, 
and delegation in both houses of eaviguest, has oftentimes 
given to the bank almost unanimous support, only one or 
two dissenting—and Mr. Biddle, we think, was more than 
once nominated a director on the part of the U, States, 
by president Jackson; and many like and equally remark- 
able changes of opinion against the bank might be noted, 
all which are loudly approved: but that Mr. Tyler, always 
opposed the bank asa od 8 ws should change his opi- 
nion of the conduct of the bank, because that its — and 
manner of doing business were ESSENTIALLY changed, is 
regarded as a high offence in him! He is not allowed the 
same freedom of thought that president Jackson, vice pre« 
sident Van Buren and senators Grundy and Benton, have 





“If we remember correctly, so great was the apparent necessity 
for the present bank, that one of its most distinguished oppo- 
nents, on constitutional principles, was purposely absent when 
the vote on its charter was taken in the house of representa- 





tives of the United States. 
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exercised in this respect—or as *‘the democracy”’ of Penn- 
sylvania has repeatedly acted upon: and here is as fine a 
case presented to shew the difference between meum and 
tuum as can be easily imagined—for his (Mr. T’s) speech 
on the resolution of Mr. Johnson, of Va. (directing the 
committee on the judiciary to report a bill to repeal the 
act incorporating the bank, resulting from the report 
from the committee of investigation of which Mr. Spen- 
cer, of New York, was the able and industrious chair- 
man, has been cast up against him to shew his opinion of 
the conduct of the bank in 1819—with which the present 
administration of the bank had no more to do than the ad- 
ministration of president Madison had with that of presi- 
dent J. ddams, aterm of service intervening, in either 
ease. And so it has been with respect to our humble selves. 
We thought, as Mr. Tyler did in 1819, and think as he 
thinks still—except that he holds on to his constitutional 
opposition to the bank, and we have changed our opi- 
nion, after Mr. Madison, Mr. Clay, and hundreds of the 
old democratic party—though others adhere to their ori- 
ginal opinions in that respect; which opinions, if eare- 
fully looked into, we believe, would as much appear to 
have been influenced by political considerations, as in a 
cool and deliberate investigation of the principles of the 
constitution—ron MOST PERSONS EASILY BELIEVE WHAT 
THEY WISH TO BE TRUE. ‘The old bank was thought, 
(justly or unjustly, it is no matter, now), to have bolster- 
ed the federal” and persecuted the ‘*democratic party” 
—and parties, every body knows, do not very carefully 
examine the merit of things which are caleulated to ad- 
vanee their particular purposes: but we mean not to inti- 
mate, that ad/ persons, of any party, past or present, thus 
make up their opinions, and on all occasions. No—ve- 
rily, no! 

The abuses of the bank of the United States, as they 
were esteemed, had prepared the public mind for Mr. 
Spencer’s report of January 16, 1819, [see ReeisTEerR 
vol. XV. p. 402], which produced a great sensation, and 
the whole had an irresistible influence to ‘treform” the 
bank, by casting out its original officers, and principal 
managers, and changing the objectionable course of its 
proceedings—in which we performed a very zealous part 
—a right part, as we then esteemed it, and even now ge- 
nerally think that it was: an honest one, we know it to 
have been—and untinetured by party feelings, of any 
sort. We had never received what we considered a per- 
sonal injury from the bank, and, until this day, have not 
obtained any personal favor, or accommodation, from it— 
of the most small or commonest description, through 
notes drawn, or endorsed, or in any other way; but, as 
the bank changed its conduct, we changed our opinion of 
that conduct, though yet as unwilling, as ever we were, to 
recharter this biol. or charter any other, with the same 
power that the bank possesses. The non-use of that 
power has nothing to do with our objection to the grant 
of it; and we have seen other powers delegated as shock- 
ingly abused, as we thought that the power of the bank 
was, in the first administration of its affairs. 

Concerning this altered opinion we have, once or twice, 
presented the case of Peter, ‘the prince of the apostles, * 
and shall conclude by asking—what value does the 
**Christian world,” so called, now place on the testimony 
which proves that he was an arrant eoward aid a base 
liar? and what encouragement is there for reformation 
and repentance, in civil or religions life, if former errors 
or sins are for ever to blast the respectability, or deny 
the hope of a happy hereafter, to those who believe in, 
and seek for, it, and—honestly and earnestly? Was Peter 
80 conditioned at the time of his martyrdom? 

It has been stated in an eastern paper, that the late 
riots on the Baltimore and Washington rail road had 
their origin in the distribution of whiskey, by the con- 
tractors, to get more labor out of their men. This is 
not so—all such things are strictly forbidden. Whiskey 
is not allowed to be kept by any person employed on the 
road, nor used during working hours. The origin of 
these outrages lies much deeper than whiskey—they 
come from ignorance and prejudice, with superstitious 
adherences to unholy combinations, and accustomed re- 
sorts to force in their own land, to redress real or sup- 
posed wrongs—‘‘taking the law into their own hands.” 
And this will become absolutely necessary—to refuse 
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employment to all such persons, uuless purging them- 
selves of such combinations, and then of separating them 
into small bodies, and placing other classes of laborers 
between them—the latter being sufficiently strong to 
command the peace, under direetion of the eivil authori- 
ty. In one ease, near Sykesville, some two or three 
years ago, when a mad mass of Irish laborers were 
breaking up the rails, the mob rolled back on a small 
body of Yankees presenting themselves, saying, pass not 
over our boundary, (that of their contract)—and it was 
not passed. ‘The Yankees were provided with arms, and 
knew well the use of them;and so on the recent occasion 
—though ferociously threatened, a body of German la- 
borers preserved the peace, being prepared and willing 
to defend it—their own subsistence and quiet employ- 
ment depending upon it. But what a state of society is 
this—when murders, and arsons and other outrages es- 
eape the punishment that they so richly deserve? There 
was no murder, designed or committed, in a recent abo- 
minable affair happening in Massachusetts, that has 
made so much noise, aud somewhat humbled the nation- 
al feeling—but we have had cold murders and arsons, 
and other violent offences, that are passed over—as if 
matters of course! Now, we have what some think are 
queer notions about such things; we do not believe that 
the burning of one house, be it called by what name it may, 
is, in the least degree, more criminal than the burning 
of another—so far as the property is concerned; nor that 
it is more criminal to steal a bible from a church, than 
to steal one, or its value, from a private dwelling, though 
“the world” makes a great difference between them! It 
is the motive that shews the amount of the offence, im 
either ease. 

The people of Anne Arundel and Prinee George’s 
counties persist in carrying out the resolutions that they 
adopted—and very few Irish laborers remain in either 
county. They have seattered in all directions, and, 
though the people are still vigilant, they begin to enjoy 
their former state of security for persons and property. 

The Boston Courier says— 

Russell, Odiorne & Metealf, of this city, have published a re- 
port of the tiial of John R. Buzzel, before the supreme court. 
It forms a pampblet of more than a hundred pages. The name of 
the reporter is not given, but we have understood from an an- 
thentie source, that the report has been prepared by the lega) 
reporter, Mr. Pickering. A perusal of this pamphiet will give, 
probably, a more accurate idea of the facts, as they came out 
in evidence, than the daily reports as published in the newspa- 
pers—which, from their very nature, are imperfect. This tria! 
possesses great interest, in every pointof view- It exhibits, 
(what, indeed, had been manifest from the moment of the de- 
straction of the Ursuline Convent), a degree of depravity, 
which was hardly supposed to exist in New England, and a sys- 
tematic defiance of law and the common requirements of hu- 
manity. We do not imagine that any individual justifies the 
action of the mob; but probably many will find palliating cir- 
cumstances, and, thongh they cannot talk of justification, will 
think there was provocation enough for some decided expres- 
sion of hostility to the institution. The whole is now before 
the people, and each can judge forhimself. The greatest cause 
of regret, is that the guilty cannot be more easily identified and 
punished. 

To these opinions of our friend, the editor of the Cou- 
rier, we heartily respond. Nothing can be plead in ‘‘jus- 
tificution” of the act. See judge Thacher’s charge, page 
281. 

Considerable movements of speci« are taking place. 
On Monday last 400,000 half dollars were sent from the 
bank of the U.S. at Philadelphia to the office at New 
York. 

The ‘Pittsburgh Gazette” says— 

The following paragraph we found in the last Lancaster 
Journal—we publish it to add a litte information which we 
happen to possess, and to expose an absurdity contained in it. 

‘Specie. Ten tons of hard dollars passed along the Colum- 
bia and Philadelphia rail road, on Wednesday, from the west, 
a portion of the gleanings of the U. States bank over her great 
western farms of Kentucky, Ohio, &c. Whole amount, five 
hundred and fifty-five thousand dollars, a portion of which was 
gold of the old American coinage, bottled for exportation. This 
drain will be chopped off in 1836.” 

It is trne that the U. S. bank has recently transported a large 
amount of specie to Philadelphia, but it is also true that it had 
previously sent to the western banks a very large amount © 
new gold coin, or “Jackson money.’? The bank is thus doing 
iis utmost to circulate this new coin in place of the silver and 
old gold. 
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The assertion that “gold of the old American coinage is bot- 
tied up fur exportation” proves either an extraordinary ignor- 
ance, or else an ulter want of principle, on the part of that 


lor. : : 
7 if that editor does not know that this assertion, that the old 


old is to be exported, is false, then we must acknowledge that 
re has a comfortable stock of simplicity. 

We will merely remind bim that the late gold bill has created 
the very best market for old gold, at the mint,in Philadelphia. 
Old gold has been imported from Europe, and been recomed at 
the mint, at the expense of the government, and at a profit, of 
the depositors, of nearly seven percent. The plan of sending 
old gold from Philadelphia to Europe, or any other place, would 
be like sending Yankee clicese to the Western Reserve, or an- 
thracite coal from Philadelphia to Mauch Chunk. 

The directors of the United States bank are not so simple as 
some folks in Laneaster county. They know very well, that if 
they can send a thousand eagles to the mint, and get back one 
thousand and sixty seven eagles, without any expense except 
drayage, that they are doing pretty well for their stockholders. 
They have accordingly been doing this ever since the first of 
August last, and duriug nearly the whole of that time, the mint 
has beeu working for that institution. 

The secretary of the treasury begins to understand this mat- 
ter, and in bis late report recommends that depositors of old 
gold should be compelled to pay a duty of one per cent. for coining. 

So much of the $050,000 as was silver, will probably be seut 
abroad to buy old gold, to be imported and coined into new gold, 
or “Jackson money;”’ and then this new gold will be sent over 
the country by the bank and used to redeem its notes. The 
bank docs not send coals to Newcastle. 

The preceding is inserted as published in the ‘*Ga- 
zette,”’ for the simple purpose of demonstrating by facts, 
the soundness of those opinions which we, and scores of 
thousands of others, expressed or entertained of the 
“old bill.”? The bank had a very small inducement, if 
any, regarding its own interest, to resist that bill—sure- 
ly, much less than the state banks must needs have had! 
for the circulation of half and quarter eagles bears 
strongly and immediately against the circulation of the 
latter—whereas the five dollar bi'ls of the former (known 
at all places where business-men reside, from Quedec, 
iu the north, to Austin’s settlement in J'eaas, or the ex- 
treme poiats on the Missouri or Arkansas), ave general- 
ly preferred to the new gold coins, on account of the 
equal and current value that belongs to them every 
where, the more convenicnt keeping and transportation 
of them, and for remittances to distant places. And if 
proof were wanting of another fact—the idea of the se- 
cretary of the treasury of charging one per cent. seignor- 
age on the new gold coins, clearly shews his opinion 
that the degal value of gold has been fixed too high; and 
it was on that account, only, that we had the shadow of 
an Opposition to the new gold bill. The folly of the as- 
sertion that the bank would export the old gold, is well 
exposed in the Gazette—but it might have been added, 
that the withdrawal of o/d gold and silver from the west, 
unl sending new go/d to the west to redeem its notes, is 
a transaction as natural in business, as advantageous to 
the bank, and prudential, in every point of view. 

The transfers of silver, at the present time, can have 
no other object than to deposite the dol/ars of the bank 
at places the most convenient for using them—exchange 
on Europe being at rates /ess than the real par, as measur- 
ed by the dollar. The supply of silver in the United 
States is uncommonly large—but when exchange rises 
above the real par, they will be exported, and not before, 
to any considerable extent, unless to places beyond the 
Cape of Good Hope, for which drafts of the bank were 
hitherto much used, and greatly prefered, being nego- 
tiable at Canton at par, without the risk or cost of trans- 
po.tation, 


We are placing aside many notices concerning new 
banks. If all the new projects already suggested sue- 
ceed—and many of them will sueceed—we shall have at 
least one hundred new manufactories of paper money 
before the end of the coming year, with a nominal capi- 
tal two or three times as large as that of the bank of the 
United States—to assist in “the restoration of a specie 
currency y 

here is much amusement in the differences of opinion 
among the precious friends of the **hard money system.” 
Some still maintain the faith of their former declarations; 
ut others, thinking that, as the ‘*monster’”’ has been de- 
‘troyed, they ought to be themselves rewarded with an 
extension of banking privileges, and an increased circu- 


fora thing so miserable as THIs? 





lation of their own bank notes—all for the love of ‘shard 
money !’”* 

Among many matters of accusation ee the bank o 
the United States, (fit only to be laughed at), is this— 
that that bank will use its means against the suggestions 
of the president, with respect to France—in withdrawin 
its facilities. It has been said a thousand times, by hig 
“authority,” that the fate of the bank being sealed, it 
ought to look only to a winding up of its affairs, and, 
surely, it would be an act of common prudenee, in a clear 
prospect of war with France, to gather in its debts, that 
its funds may be at command for investment in stocks 
that must issue to carry on the war, as money must be 
borrowed for that purpose, the security and profits of 
which will be better than private persons can offer, or 
be willing to pay. And so far from being desirous of 
opposing the war views of the president, we think it not 
ouly the interest of the bank to support them, for the 
reason assigned—as on account of the necessity that will 
appear in favor of a national bank for national purposes, 
as well as for the preservation of a sound and wholesome 
curreney—tor without some such great balance wheel, 
the monetary affairs of the United States, by war, (and 
the publie expenditures and private loss inevitably de- 
pendent upon it), must become exceedingly deranged, 
and ‘*rags”’ instead of ‘hard money,” abound. 


The famous Cobdett lately paid a visit to Ireland, and 
complains— 

Of passing over large trae’ of that fertile island without find- 
ing asingle field of turnips, mangel wurzel or cabbages. He 
says, the people are in such a miserable condition, that even 
the children and wives of what are called farmers, are not only 
nearly starved, but all but absolutely naked. 

This presents an awful state of things, and, as we think, 
a just one—though for near forty years we have been 
‘slow of belief,” as to any of Cobbett’s statements, un- 
less supported by higher authority than his own!—but 
yet so it is, that the people of Ireland, pay a much re- 
duced tax, to state or church, per capita, thas those of 
England. The ‘‘miserable condition” of the former pro- 
ceeds from that old ‘free trade” policy of the Jatter, 
which would have forbidden the growth of wool in Ire- 
land, or even the catching of herrings in her own bays, 
lest they might interfere with English farmers and fish- 
ermen—and, carrying out the system, all the arts were 
discouraged in Ireland, lest the people might “‘wax fat 
and kick;” while the great land holders were induced, 
(by many cunningly devised operations), to expend, in 
England, the money which they extorted from their 
wretched tenants—and thus the profits of Irish labor, in- 
stead of entering into the capital of lreland, departed to 
England, and returned no more. That which Britain 
would have inflicted on her American colonies—not to 
permit ‘*the manufaciure even of a hob-nail’ in them, 
was imposed on the colony of lreland—and an increase 
of capital, stimulating industry, being denied, the inerease 
of population only added to the wants and privations of 
the people—thousand and tens of thousands of whom 
have not much other variety of food than small potatoes 
for breakfast, and larger potatoes for dinner, the largest 
being sold to obtain the miserable amount of money 





*There is a long and a sort of semi official article in the ‘*Al- 
bany Argus,”? in which itis proclaimed that “‘we would Gravvu 
ALLY strike out of circulation all notes UNDER FIVE DOLLARS.”? 
This is a fine specimen of the non committal. It will admita 
period of 50 or 500 years for that purpose! Has the mint groan 
ed with the coinage of **vellow jackets’?—and the “*Globe,”’ and 
its satellites, blowed and blowed and blowed so long about Gop, 
| Every body was to havea 
long *‘green silk-net purse,” filled with gold, to shew gold, and 
all were to *‘travel on gold!’? Such was the “‘order of the day”? 
—* before the fall elections!”??’ And how now? Even the bank 
bills for less than &5, or half an eagie, are to be “‘orapvaLLy’? 
retired from circulation! Pshaw—the comparatively small and 
poor state of Maryland, years ago, (and before “‘yellow jackets’? 
and *‘green silk-net purses,’’ for the purpose of shewing them, 
were thought of as recently ordered, even by the most clamor. 
ous supporters of a ‘“‘hard money system,”’) did this small thing, 
at once, and, without an effort, the flood of little “rag money” 
disappeared; and the great manufacturers of it, in the Distriet 
of Columbia, “shut up their shops.”’? It is as rare with us to 
see bank notes of less than five dollars in “circulation” as to 
see an half eagle—three of which latter, and no more, have been 
offered to us, in the ordinary line of business. Bank bills, for 
less than $5, have no circulation with us, az current money, 





276 


— 
— 





NILES’ REGISTER—DEC. 27, 1834—-MISCELLANEOUS. 








wherewith the rent must be paid, &c. on which account 
also the pig raised in the family, and, perhaps, the play- 
fellow of the ‘‘childer,” is killed and sold. But the Trish 
are, and to a considerable extent, carrying a destructive 
war into England, by means of the small pittance de- 
manded for passages to the latter, since the introduction 
of steam packets; and, accustomed to their humble fare, 
they underbid the price of labor, and send thousands of 
the English people to the poor houses, for relief. At 
the season of harvest, and at other times when labor is 
in demand, they pass over in legions—and, as they thein- 
selves so go, they send others ‘‘supperless to bed.” 

It was only last week that we spoke in praise of Savings 
banks—but since then have met with the following from 
an English paper: 

We are sorry to have too much reason to give credit to a re- 
port which has just reached us, thata reverend gentleman at 


St. Albans has absconded with a large amount of Savings bank 
deposites—-rumor states nearly £8,000. 


The Washington Globe admits that ‘‘the government” 
has ‘‘displaced” Messrs. Hottinguer & Co. at Paris, and 
the Messrs. Barings, at London, as its bankers, adding— 

“We know of no “disputes” which led the government to 
change the London and Paris bankers. But we believe the real 
cause to be, the conduct of these agents, who in place of step- 
ping forward to protect the credit of the government, colluded 
with the bank to enable it to trump upa claim for damages 


against the government, upon which pretext the bank has made 
a seizure of public money.”’ 


From the following resolutions, introduced into the 
legislature of Alabama, it seems probable that Mr. 
Teackle’s plan of a bank, (approved by the president, 
as he said! ) had reached that state. But the ‘*Globe’s” 
disclaimer of this assertion of Mr. T. will probably ar- 
rive in time to prevent an approbatory action on these re- 
solutions. What is meant by ‘United States stock,” in 
the 2d of the series? Is the stock to be created for the 
purpose of creating a bank? It is to be constituted ona 
‘BORROWED CAPITAL?”’ 

Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of the state 
of Alabama in general assembly convened, That our senators and 
representatives in congress are bereby instructed to oppose the 
renewal of the charter of the present bank of the United States. 

Resolved further, That our senators and representatives in 
congress are hereby instructed to advocate the passage of a 
charter for a bank of the United States, that will not allow of 
any stock in said bank except United States stock! 

Resolved further, That our senators and representatives in 
congress wili advocate the passage of the above charter of said 
United States bank so as to allow each state one or more 
branches, by making application for the same. 

Resolved, That his excellency the governor of the state, John 
Gayle, forward a copy of the above resolutions to each of our 
senators and representatives in congress, 


Sin 


Very extensive improvements have been made in the 
capitol at Washington, and on the public grounds adja- 
cent, and in the president’s house and its grounds, dur- 
ing the pet year. These thingsare all right—in our 
belief; but do not show a spirit of ‘‘retrenchment and 
reform.”? These words had their day; but are not now 


to be found even in the most common-place and loudest 
electioneering speech. 


Long Island is rapidly increasing in population... Ma- 
tty of the mechanical trades, such as shoe-making, hat- 
ting, &c. forthe supply of the New York market, are 
carried on at Brooklyn and the adjacent villages, and 
many who do daily business in New York have their re- 
sidences on the island. The same process, but to a less 
extent, is going on in the parts of New Jersey which are 
near to Philadelphia, and its immediate suburbs. 

About 13 acres of land, at Jamaiea, L. I. 12 miles from 
New York, purchased for 6,000 dollars, only two years 
ago, lately sold for 17,000. 

And a New York paper says— 

We understand that the farm of Jacob Bergen, at Red Hook, 
two miles from Brooklyn ferry, has been sold for $500,000— 
half a million! It consists of one hundred acres of land, hilly 
and sandy; the hills are conveniently situated to fill up some 
low land in the vicinity. , 

The farm of John Skilman, at the Wallabout, comprising 60 


acres, two miles from the Brooklyn ferries, has been sold for 
@14,900 per acre. 





== 

Preparations are making at the New York exchange 
for the erection, in the rotunda of that building, of the 
statue of gen. Hamilton. The statue is of pure white 
marble, and was executed by Ball Hughes, esq. of New 
York. It is to stand upon a pedestal of blue granite, 
rising above the floor about six feet. The expense is 
borne by an association of gentlemen, who several years 


ago subscribed between four and five thousand dollars for 
the purpose. 


The Pittsburgh Gazette of the 16th, says— 
The canal boat Lafayette, of the western transportation line, 


arrived yesterday, with upwards of one million pounds of mer- 
chandise. 


We see an estimate that anthracite coal, at 7 dollars 
per ton, is cheaper than wood, at New York, by one- 
third. We feel certain that this is not the case, in Bal- 
timore, and that coal, (as used by us) at that price, is 
much dearer than wood—yet a large quantity of coal is 
consumed, being more convenient and safe. Coal, at 5 
dollars a ton, we think about as cheap as oak wood at 3 
dollars a cord—the general price of that article in this 
city. We expect to have coal at 4 dollars, when the 
canal reaches Cumberland, brought on the rail road from 
Harper’s Ferry. Nearly 500,000 tons of anthracite have 
been sent to market, from the coal regions of Pennsyl- 
vania, in the present year. 

Oliver Evans oftentimes said, that he had made a dis- 
covery in the construction of steam engines, or in the ap- 
propriation of steam power, that was more astonishing 
than any that had preceded it—but that it should go to 
the grave and be buried with his body ;—observing that 
some other person would, undoubtedly, re-discover the 
principles which he had found out. Kuowing this, we 
are prepared to receive the following, when reported of 
such a man as Dr. WVott— 

It is rumored, says the Albany Advertiser, that some very 
important discoveries have been made by Dr. Nott, in the con- 
struction of steam boilers and furnaces that in their application 
to navigation will produce the most surprising results. 

And an English paper says— 

Such has been the improvement in steam engines that one 
bushel of coal now produces ihe power of seventeen. 


~=—_-_ 


In these days, the spirit of party enters into almost 
every thing—but one of the smailest incidents of the kind 
that we have lately met with, is an attack of the official 
“Globe,” on Mr. Wilde, of Georgia, on account of some 
beautiful pieces of poetry that he has written, not being 
orthodox in his politics! ‘The learned ‘*Globe” said that 
acertain piece written by Mr. W. was stolen from an 
Trish poet of the name of O’Xelly, and then said that it 
was a spoliation on a Greek poet named Alceus—a slip 
from Ireland to Greece or through many centuries of 
time, being a mere trifle! On which the ‘National In- 
telligencer”’ observes— 

There is no such poet as O'Kelly in Ireland, nor is there 
any such Greek or Latin as that referred to in the Magazine, 
and quoted by the Globe. The whole thing will be exposed in 


afew days. Inthe mean time, these literary antiquarians are 
invited to hunt up .4lceus in the original. 


-_— 


Mr. George Daniels was indicted for priseEry, at the 
court of quarter sessions for Philadelphia county, and tried 
on the 17th inst. 

lst. For an attempt to bribe Thomas James, an inspector of 
the general election, for the 6th ward, Northern Liberties, by 
offering him $500, if he would vote for judges known to be fa- 
vorable to the election of John G. Watmough, a candidate for 
congress in the 3d congressional district. 


2d. For an attempt to bribe Benjamin West, an inspector of 
the 7th ward, Northern Liberties, by offering $1,000, for a simi- 
lar purpose. 

And the jury being qualified, the said James and West 
gave apparently very positive and plain testimony, as to 
the ‘‘attempt”’ that had been made on their virtue, by the 
said Daniels; and much at length; but a certain , Basen 
Walker, also a witness on the part of the prosecution, 
being sworn ‘‘sur voire dire,’’ said— 


“‘[ believe in a Deity, but do not believe in a state of future 
rewards and punishments; I believe in the obligation of an oath, 
I have never denied the existence of a God; I believe there is & 
God who brought us into existence, but I don’t believe he 
means to punish us hereafter; I would tell the truth as much 
without oath as with it, it was a form of court.”’ 
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And was therefore rejected by the court. 

‘Though the testimony of the witnesses James and West 
was so plain, no other defence was made than the produc- 
tion 

Of the affidavits of Messrs. West and James, published in 
the Pennsylvanian, October 10th, 1834, and also a recommenda- 


tion that a nolle prosequi be entered, signed by John R. Walker, 
Thomas James and Benjamin West. 


After the arguments of counsel— 

Judge Randall charged the jury that if they believed the facts 
detailed by the witnesses, it was their duty to convict the de- 
fendant; that bribery or an attempt to bribe is an offence at 
common law, as well age by statute; that the jury were the 
judges of the law, as well as of the fact; from their verdict, if 
not guilty, there was no appeal—though upon a verdict of 
guilty, the law could be reviewed, and error corrected; and if 
the jury doubted the facts, or thought differently on the law, 
they should acquit, and order ihe costs to be paid, as their 
judgments should direct. oF, 

The jury returned a verdict of not guilty on both indictments, 
aad that J. R. Walker* on one bill, and Thomas James on the 
other, pay the cost of prosecution 

The preceding is taken from the report at length, as 
published in the ‘*Pennsylvanian” of the 22d instant. It 
should be stated that the charges of James and West, 
were made ‘‘HEFORE”’ the election! 

A man named O’ Connor has been convicted at Frede- 
rick, of murder in the second degree, committed on the 
person of Mary Ann Gowen, and sentenced to the peni- 
tentiary for eighteen years. At the time of rendering the 
verdict the court house was filled with people, and some 
of them hissed, having expected that a capital offence 
would have been found by the jury. O’Connor, we be- 
lieve, isan Irishman, and the deceased was a person of 
ili-famed character. The applause on the acquital of 
Buzzell, charged with being a principal in the conflagra- 
tion of the convent, at Charlestown, Massachusetts—and 
the disapprobation expressed at Frederick because O’Con- 
nor was not capitally convicted, have their origin in the 
same feelings, and are equally reprehensible in either 
party. Acts of violence are producing unhappy reactions 
in the public mind—and as before observed, a bad spirit 
prevails among the people. 


A Washington correspondent of the Boston ‘‘Atlas”’ 
has the following paragraph, and we ourselves have had 
similar facts stated to us by gentlemen who ought to know 
something of the real state of affairs—but they may have 
been misinformed: 

The following rumor was in very general circulation at the 
capitol to-day. Ten days before the appearance of the message, 
the French minister called upon the secretary of state, and urg- 
ed upon him the expediency of adopting a pacific tone towards 
France. Mr. Forsyth assured him that nothing of a belligerent 
ebaracter would be recommended. Upon the strength of this 
assurance, the French minister wrote to his government, prcss- 
igg upon it the necessity of carrying the treaty into effect and 
making the requisite appropriations. Upon the appearance of 
the message, with its hostile and menacing language towards 
France, M. Serrurier, as may be supposed, was much chagrin- 
ed and disappointed; and he immediately sent off another de- 
spatch upon the heels of his former one, recommending his go- 
vernment to take no concern about making the appropriation; 
indeed not to pay a sous marquee. The truth of this report is 
well vouched for. It is very certain that the French minister 
has had some deep cause for offence; and his late refusal to 
dine with the president is an evidence that some rupture has 
taken place. He has declared unreservedly that were he a 
member of the chamber of deputies, however disposed he might 
previously have been in regard to satisfying the claims of our 
citizens, he would not consent to make the appropriations after 
reading general Jackson’s message. 


Frenca navy. The vessels which composed the 
fleet in the month of April, 1833, were 
33 ships of the line, of which 8 were three deckers. 
38 frigates, of which 13 of the first class. 
19 corvettes of 20 to 32 guns. 
10 corvettes, of 18 guns. 
$2 brigs, of 16, 18 and 20 guns. 
3 schooners, of 12 guns. 
20 steam vessels, 6 guns each. 


There are building, moreover, 24 ships of the line, of 
which 8 are first rates, 





*This Mr. Walker, as we suppose, one of the aldermen, ap- 
pears to have made himself very busy in this matter, and is so 
called on to pay for it. 





&: frigates. 
3 steam vessels. 
[ Journal de la Marine et des Colonies. 

[The French army consists of more than 400,000 regu- 
lar troops. | 

Several fatal cases of cholera happened on board the 
U. S. ship John Adams, cruising in the Mediterranean. 
Among others, the surgeon died of that disease. But, at 
the latest dates, it had entirely disappeared. 

It appears by certain proceedings had in the Virginia 
house of delegates on the 16th inst. that some cases of cho- 
lera, and considerable alarm on account of them, had 
prevailed in Richmond. We do not hear of cases of thig 
disease in any other place in the United Sates, and hope 
that its visit to the capital of the ‘‘ancient dominion” 
will be a slight and brief one. [Since the preceding was 
written, the alarm has subsided. The disease had not 
existed as an epidemic. | 

The total number of troops furnished for the regular 
service during the revolutionary war was 231,971, and of 
militia 56,163—total 288,134. The present rolls contain 
the names of 38,544 revolutionary pensioners—a large 
amount indeed, fifty years after the dissolution of the re- 
volutionary army. 


It appears from the documents accompanying the secretary 
of war’s report, that the number of revolutionary pensioners in 
the United States is as follows: 








Under the act of 18th March, 1818,......... eee ceeees 10,566 

6 os 7th June, 1832,.......eee eee + seees 27,978 

38,544 

Invalid pensioners,......665 seeeeeesees TTT ETT y +++. 3,940 

Total, occcocccccccccecescsesceseces $0 00a6 cones oesee 42,484 
The amount required to pay these and other pen- 

SIOMELS 18... cccscevecccrcevececesscevecvsess $3,116,768 53 


‘‘Ilonor to the brave.” The Philadelphia United 
States Gazette speaks in terms of commendation of two 
elegant swords, manufactured by Mr. T. Fletcher, of 
that city, by order of the state of Maryland. 

The inscription on each makes known the object of the state 
in causing them to be made, and also their destination. On the 
hilt of one is the following inscription: ‘*Presented to col. Na- 
than Towson by the state of Maryland, his native state, in con- 
sideration of his gallant services during the late war with Great 
Britain.’? The whole mountings of the sword are of solid gold, 
the scabbard is of silver gilt. On the hilt is a seroll, bearing 
the words Caledonia, Chippewa, Bridgewater, Fort Erie; and 
etched upon the blade are, Black Rock, March, 1813; Stony 
creek, Queenstown, September, 1813; Fort George, Forty Mile 
creek, Chippewa, October, 1814. On the scabbard are massive 
chasings, representing the battle of Chippewa and of Fort Erie; 
the arms of the state of Maryland, with warlike devices, 

The other sword has on the hilt the following inscription:— 
‘Presented to captain John Gallagher of the navy, by the state 
of Maryland, his native state, in consequence of his gallant cer- 
vices during the late war with Great Britain.”?’ The whole 
mountings are of gold. On the blade is an etching representing 
the President engaging the Endymion. The hilt bears naval 
devices. On the scabbard is a chased representation of the en- 
gagement between the Macedonian and the United States.— 
Both swords are admirable specimens of workmanship, 


In the 4th congressional district, Mr. Hoar (whig) has 
been elected by a majority of 263 votes, over his two op- 
ponents, one whig, the other Jackson, and each receiv- 
ing about the same number of votes. In the 10th dis 
trict there is again ‘‘no choice”—for Mr. Baylies, whig, 
2,475, Mr. Borden, anti-masonic, 2,566—seattering 132. 


The following is of some importance to readers and 
publishers of newspapers: 

A prosecution was some time since instituted by the proprie- 
tors of the New York Daily Sentinel, against a subscriber for 
the amount of his subscription to that paper. He pleaded that 
he had not ordered the paper, that it was sent him without his 
requesting it. ‘The plaintiff recovered the amount claimed, for 
it was decided, that persons receiving a newspaper, without or- 
dering it to be discontinued, are liable in every instance for the 
price of subscription. 


The following article, which we copy from the Raleigh 
Register of the 23d instant, shews the peoownne | of a 
new paper war on a subject which we supposed, (and 
still wish), had been quieted: 
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Instructions to senator Mangum. We have had it in our 
power to hear but a small portion of the highly interesting and 
able debate, to which the resolutions on this subject have given 
rise, in both houses of the general assembly. in the senate, it 
continues with constantly increasing interest, and it is not yet 
possible to foresee when aud where it will terminate. 

We regret that we were not present at Lhe opening of the dis- 
cussion in the latter body, tor we lost,as we are informed, 
some fine speeches. Gov. Branch and Mr. Carson, are the only 
gendiemen whom we have had the good fortune to hear, and 
the only regret we felt at the close of the four hour’s speech of 
the latter, on Saturday, was, that it could not be heard and un- 
derstood by every free citizen in the state. For aught we 
know, the arguments of both gentlemen, and the Facts related 
by both, may produce no immediate effect upon the body to 
whom they were addressed. The ligaments of party may be 
too tightly drawn, to permit the escape even of the conscience- 
stricken—the ears of the partizan may be too closely stopped 
by prejudice, to let in the light of truth upon the understanding 
—but most assuredly, some of the seed which has been sown, 
will in due season, produce an hundred fold. 

It will be recollected that these two gentlemen were the 
early and decided champions of gen. Jackson, in North Caroli- 
na. The former served with him during the entire period, that 
the president was a member of the senate, is connected with 
him by affinity, was a favorite member of his cabinet, and, until 
within a short time previous to its dissolution, possessed as 
Jarge a share of his confidence as any man living. Of Mr. Car- 
son, it will disparage the claims of no one who would cherish 
auch distinction as an honor to say, that he contributed morc to 
put down Mr. 4dams and to elevate gen. Jackson, than any one 
af tis age, in North Carolina. 

How nearly their fond anticipations have been realized, how 
appropriately their fidelity has been rewarded, what hopes 
they venture of the future, are the topics which, for three days, 
have commanded the attention of the senate and a numerous 
body of citizens. 

Gov. Branch commenced his remarks on Wednesday evening, 
continued them for three hours on Thursday, and closed after 
having occupied the floor during three hours on Friday. We re- 

ret our utter inability to do more, until these speeches are pub- 

ished, which we hope will be done with all convenient despatch, 
than to excite, without the power to gratify, public curiosity. 
Gov. Branch’s was rather a narrative than an argument. He 
stated with minuteness, the leading events of his public career, 
and gave much more in detail, than they were ever before com. 
amunieated to the public, the causes, the “malign influences”? 
which produced the dissolution of general Jacksou’s first ca- 
binet. Many secrets of the prison-house were revealed, and 
anatters imperfectly Known, presented in bold relief, which 
enade the leaders of “the party”? turn pale. A history, hitherto 
a sealed book, was unfolded, illustrated, if not adorned, with 
numerous likenesses, accompanied by most graphic descrip- 
tions. Gen. Jackson, Mr. Van Buren, Mr. & Mrs. Eaton, col. 
R. M. Johnson, William B. Lewis, general Jesse Speight, and 
many others, were pourtrayed at full lengti. A letter from the 
last named person, written shortly after gov. Branch retired 
from the cabinet, was read with great effect, and the commen- 
aary upon it was received with loud and repeated plaudits. We 
do not feel ourselves at liberty, however, to anticipate the re- 
port.ofthe speech, by more particular reference to this extraor- 
dinary communication. 

In conclusion, of Mr. Carson’s speech, we must say, that 
though somewhat discursive in its character, it occasionally af.- 
forded specimens of eloquence in its richest dress, and was 
Ahroughout replete with poignant repartee, felicitous allusions, 
sparkting wit, cogent argument and withering invective, 


Some aliens have been prosecutec and severely fined, 
for voting at Boston. Ifall persons, in some of the states, 
were made to pay at the Bosten rate for outrages on the 
right of suffrage, the aggregate would much relieve the 
citizens of taxes. 


A hydro-oxygen microscope is now exhibited at New 
York, the magnifying power of which is said to be **two 
and a half millions of times.” A single drop of water 
is magnified by it till it occupies the surface of a dise 240 
feet square, and shows its myriad of inhabitants, its in- 
visible animalcules exaggerated inte monsters of the size 
of elephants, camels, &e. 


— 


A letter dated Washington city, December 8, says— 

“This morning a verdict was rendered for the plaintiffs in 
the case of Alexander Brown & Sons, of Baltimore, for the use 
of Oliver, versus Susan Decatur. By this verdict, Mrs. Deca- 
tur will have to refund to the plaintiff the sum of $15,000 loan- 
ed to her by Alexander Brown & Sons, through the procurement 
of Mr. Oliver. The case was argued at great length and with 
auch ability by Messrs. F.S. Key and Dunlop for the plaintiffs, 
and by Mr. Marbury for the defendant.”’ 

Mrs. D. appears to be in debt to a large amount—and 
we see it mentioned that, in case her claims are allowed 


by congress, a provision will be offered for the payment 





of these debts—from which we suppose that they have 
had some connexion with her claims. 


We have later aceounts from Jamaica. On several 
estates the negroes have refused to work, and were in a 
state of rebellion. Others had been flogged in the mar- 
ket places, by order of the magistrates. The white peo- 
ple seem to entertain much fear of their personal safety 
—the governor, as instructed, resisting all their requests 
for the application of foree, which, however, ought to be 
avoided as long as possible. 


M. Gutzlaff, who resided long and travelled far in 
China, thus speaks of the population of that country: 

Whilst giving the cnormons sum of 369 millions as the actual 
number of inhabitants in China, the author is fully persuaded 
that the last imperial census is as near the truth as it can be as- 
certained, Those parts of the empire which he has visited are 
extremely populous. He has taken the trouble of examining 
some parts of the census, and numbering the houses of smal! 
districts, and has invariably found that the population was un- 
derrated. The Chinese are naturally a very prolific people; few 
individuals only live a single life; early marriages, which sel- 
dom prove barren, are general throughout the empire. Govern- 
ment has always encouraged the matrimonial estate, and their 
ancient institutions devote a childless man to contempt. Thus 
the population must increase and multiply on a progressive 
scale. As the wants of the common people are so very few, 
and their habitual industry renders every barren spot tributary 


to them, we may easily conceive that so large a population can 
find the means of subsistence. 


8 B Otene- 


TWENTY-THIRD CONGRESS—SECOND SESSION, 
SENATE. 

December 22. Mr. Clayton, reported the bill, without amend- 
ment, to establish the western boundary line of the state of 
Ohio. 

The chair communicated a memorial from the internal im- 
provement convention lately assembled at Baltimore, asking 
aid for the Chesapeake and Ohio canal—referred. 

The bill from the house to extend the term for the issuing of 
land warrants to the officers and soldiers of the last war with 
Great Britain, was twice read and referred to the committee on 
public lands. 

The bill providing indemnity to American citizens who suf- 
fered by spoliations on their commerce, committed by the 
French prior to 1800, was taken up, when Mr. Shepley address- 
ed the senate in favor of the bill until near 3 o’clock, when 

On motion of Mr. Poindezter, the further consideration of the 
subject was postponed, and the senate went into the conside- 
ration of executive business; and, after spending a short time 
therein, the senate adjourned. 


December 23. Mr. Clay, from the joint committee, appointed 
at the last session of congress, on the subject of the oration con- 
templated to be delivered commemorative of the life and cha- 
racter of gen. LAFAYETTE, made a report thereon, concluding 
with the following joint resolution: 

Resolved by the senate and house of representatives, That Wed- 
nesday, the thirty-first instant, be the time assigned for the de- 
livery of the oration by Jon#n Qoincy Apams, before the two 
houses of congress, on the life and character of gen. Laray- 
ETTE; 

That the two houses shall be called to order by their respec- 
tive presiding officers at the usual hour, and the journal of the 


preceding day shall be read, but all legislative business shall be 
suspended ou that day; 


That the oration shall be delivered at half past twelve o’clock, 
in the hall of the house of representatives; 

That the president of the United States and the heads of the 
several departments, the French minister and members of the 
French legation, all other foreign ministers at the seat of go- 
vernment, and the members of their respective legations, be 
invited to attend on that occasion by the chairman of the joint 
cominittee; 


That the president of the United States, the heads of the se- 
veral departments, the French minister and members of the 
French legation, the other foreign ministers at the seat of go- 
vernment, and the members of their respective legations, and 
Joun Quincy ApaMs, be requested to agsemble at half past 
twelve o’clock, P. M. in the senate chamber, and that they, 
with the senate, shall be attended by the joint committee to the 
hall of the house of representatives; 

That the galleries of the house, under the direction of its of- 
ficers, shall be open on that day for the accommodation of such 
citizens as may think proper to attend. 

Mr. Clay, in continuation, observed, that a similar report 
would that morning be made in the other house, and that, as 
the resolution under which the committee had acted, originated 
there, it was not deemed necessary to proceed farther until 
after some action was had in that house. He moved, therefore, 


that the whole subject be for the present laid on the table; 
which motion was adopted. 


Mr. Clay rose and said: The senate would recollect that tha 
part.of the president’s message which relates to our foreign af 








NILES’ REGISTER—DEC. 27, 1884—CONGRESS. 





279 














fairs was referred to the committee on that subject shortly after 
jts organization. It was deemed essentially necessary, in order 
to form a correct judgment on the measure recommended by 
the president, that the instructions transmitted to our diploma- 
tic officers, near the court of France, together with the corres- 

ndence that passed between the two governments since the 

of February, 1832, should be submitted to the committee for 
the purpose of enabling them to form an opinton on the subject. 
Entertaining this view of the matter, a letter was addressed by 
the chairman of the committee to the secretary of state, who 
very promptly transmitted the documents; but he did so, based 
upon the condition that they were to be regarded as confiden- 
tially communicated. Now, it seemed that the president had 
recommended a public measure, and that recommendation had 
been publicly referred to the committee on foreign relations, 
and as that committee was to make public the report, they 
could not recommend any legislative action under the restric- 
tions imposed upon them by the secretary on transmitting to 
them the correspondence. That officer, in his ietter, intimated 
that if it should be deemed of importance that these documents 
should be made public in any contingency, he expected thata 
call would be made on the executive in the usual form. It was 
on that account that he presented this resolution, which called 
for the documents to which he referred. It would have been 
his personal wish that the senate should have adopted the re- 
solution to-day; but, in consequence of an intimation which 
had been given him by an honorable senator, that he wished 
it to lie upon the table one day, he forebore to press it at the 
present time. Mr. C. then offered the following resolution, 
which was laid upon the table for consideration until to-mor- 
row: 

Resolved, That the president be requested to communicate 
to the senate, (if in his opinion it shall not be incompatible with 
the public interest), the instructions which have been trans- 
mitted from time to time, since the 4th of July, 1831, to the 
representatives of the U. States at the government of France, 
relative to the execution of the treaty which was signed on 
that day between the United States and France, and also all 
the correspondence which has passed at Washington or at 
Paris, between the two governments, respecting the execution 
of the said treaty. 

Many minor matters were passed upon, and variously dispos- 
ed of, forthe present. They will sufficiently appear in future 
preceedings. 

The following resolution submitted yceterday by Mr. Kent 
was considered: 

Resolved, That the committee on military affairs inquire into 
the expediency of making an appropriation for the immediate 
commencement of fortifications on the Patapsco, at the city of 
Annapolis, and at Saint Mary’s, all deemed essential by the 
board of engineers, in their report, dated the 7th February, 1821, 
for the security of the cities of Baltimore and Annapolis, and 
for the protection of the commerce of the Chesapeake bay. 

Mr. Kent addressed the senate, at considerable length, in sup- 
port of his resolution—shewing the location of Maryland, and 
its detenceless condition. Fortifications were contemplated—but 
none were building. He quoted the following from the report 
of the beard of engineers, dated 7th February, 1821— 

“At Baltimore, the forts projected at Hawkins’ Point, and 
the shoal of Soller’s Point, cover the harbor, and the last men- 
tioned work will force an enemy to land, if he intends attack- 
ing the town, ata greater distance from it, and will thus prevent 
him from turning the defensive position which our forces might 
take against him. The batteries at St. Mary’s secure a good 
station to the vessels of war charged with guarding the Chesa- 
peake, protect an anchorage accessible by vessels of the largest 
class; as also do the batteries at Annapolis offer a safe asylum 
to merchant vessels, which might find it impossible to reach 
Baltimore. St. Mary’s is not at all defended, and Fort McHen- 
ry, at Baltimore, has no influence whatever over an attack by 
land, and cannot even secure the city and harbor from bom. 
bardment.”? 

Adding—Thus, Mr. President, we are informed by the ablest 
of engineers, that, to afford any thing like security, either to the 
city of Baltimore, or Annapolis, or the commerce of the Chesa- 
peake bay, that it would be absolutely necessary that the forti- 
fications thus designated should be erected at the mouth of the 
Patapsceo, at Annapolis and St. Mary’s. 

And he also said—There is no state in the union, accessible 
to a naval force, with a great inlet from the ocean, passing di 
rectly and entirely through her territory, that is so totally desti- 
tute of any thing like protection, as is the state of Maryland. 
The metropolis of the state, where all the archives of the go- 
vernment are deposited, might be surprised and captured by a 
very emall foree. Its population is inconsiderable, and there is 
no adequate defence there. In truth,! might say that there 

was none that could afford the least protection. 

The great commercial city of Baltimore must rely for her se- 
curity, unaided by proper works of defence, upon the bravery 
and enterprise of her citizens; and, although, on a late ocea- 
sion, with great sacrifices, they were equal to her protection, 

and in the hour of trial may be relied on to achieve any thing 
within the power of men similarly situated. congress will not 
hesitate, I trust, to afford to her such defences as she is justly 
entitled to, from her position and her commercial importance. 


In time of peace we ought to prepare for war, In the latter, 
we should have no money to spare for fortifications, no engi- 
neers to superintend their construction, &c.—both would be 
needed for more urgent duties, &c. 

The senate proceeded to the consideration of the bill provid- 
ing indemnity to certain American citizens, who suffered by 
on on their commerce, committed by the Frenen prior 
to . 

Mr. Hill then occupied the floor nearly two hours, in opposi- 
tion to the bill, concluding a few minutes before 3 o’clock. 

Mr. Shepley then corrected a misconstruction of his remarks, 
made by the senator from New Hampshire. 

On motion of Mr. Robbins, the senate then adjourned, 
December 24. The chair communieated a report from the de- 
partment of state, on the subject of the documents ordered to 
be prepared by Clarke and Force—which, on motion of Mr. 
Webster, was referred to the committee on finance. 

Mr. Webster presented a memorial from a number of citizens 
of Boston, praying an allowance of drawback on cordage ex- 
ported—referred to the committee on commerce. 

On motion of Mr. McKean, inquiry was instituted into the 
expediency of establishing a port of entry at Brownsville, on 
the Monongahela river. 

The resolution heretofore submitted by Mr. Tipton, inquiring 
into the propriety of establishing a port of entry on the Wabash, 
was taken up and adopted. 

The joint resolutions of the other house relative to honors to 
gen. Lafayette, were received, read, and on motion of Mr. Clay, 
concurred in. 

The bill authorising receivers and registers of land offices to 
administer oaths, was read a second time, and ordered to a third 
reading. 

On motion of Mr. Webster, it was ordered, that when the se- 
nate adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Saturday next; and then, 
On motion of Mr. Ewing, the senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Friday, Dec. 19. ‘The speaker presented the memorial of a 
convention of citizens of Maryland, Virginia, Penasylvania and 
the District of Columbia, lately held at Baltimore, for the com- 
pletion of the Chesapeake and Ohio canal—which, on motion 
of Mr. Mercer, was referred to the committee of the whole, and 
ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Hamer, the select committee appointed on 
that part of the president’s message relative to the election of 
president and vice president, were instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of so amending the ccnatitution, as to provide 
for said election by a direct vote of the people, by districts, the 
number of districts to be equal to the number of senators and 
representatives in each state; the election in no case to devolve 
on congress; no person who has been elected president, to be 
again eligible for that office; and a0 senator or representative to 
be appointed to any office while holding a seat in congress. 

On motion of Mr. White, of Florida, inquiry was instituted 
as to the propriety of making an appropriation to deepen the 
bar of Pensacola bay. 

The house resumed the consideration of the resolution mov- 
ed by Mr. Clayton on the 16th inst. relative to remitting duties, 
&c. on rail road cars, &c. the question being on striking out 
“committee of ways and means,’’ and inserting “‘committee on 
manufactures;”? which, 

On motion of Mr. Burges, was laid on the table—ayes 123, 
noes 85. 

The joint resolution authorising the president to sell the two 
horses and lion presented by the emperor of Morocco, was read 
a third time and passed. 

The house then adjourned to Monday next. 

Monday, Dec. 22. The bill to authorise registers and receiv- 
ers of the land offices to administer certain oaths connected 
with the entry of lands, was read a second time. 

Mr. Lane moved to amend the bill so as to require the land 
officers to perform this duty free of expense. 

Mr. McCarty submitted an amendment providing that the go- 
vernment should make an extra allowance for these services. 

After a very free debate, the amendment of Mr. Lane waa 
agreed to, and the bill ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing. 

On moiton of Mr. Conner, the committee on the post office 
and post roads had leave to sit during the sittings of the house. 

On motion of Mr. Ewing, inquiry was instituted as to the 
propriety of making an appropriation to construct a bridge, on 
the national road, over the river Wabash, at Terre Haute. 

On motion of Mr. Pope, inquiry was instituted with respect 
to the expediency of an appropriation in aid of the support of 
the marine hospital at the city of Louisville, Ky. 

On motion of Mr. Lyon a similar inquiry was instituted with 
regard to the Cumberland hospital, at Smithland, mouth of the 
Cumberland river. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, of Lou, the expediency of making 
an appropriation to erect a marine hospital in the city of New 
Orleans, was directed to be inquired into. 

On motion of Mr. May, inquiry was instituted as to the pro- 
priety of repealing so much of the law in relation to the sale of 
the public lands as prohibits actual setilers from purchasing 
more than two tracts of 40 acres each. 





Mr. K. did not speak thus under an apprehension of imme- 
diate war, though thinking that our foreign relations are not of 
the same paszive character that they have been for many years. 


The house then resumed the bill to regulate and equalise the 
| pay of the officers of the navy, the question being on the 
| amendment of Mr. 4 ‘ise, © amend the amendment of the com- 
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mittee relative to the pay of captains, which amendment was 
ultimately accepted by Mr. Watmough and agreed to. After 
making some further progress in the bill, on motion of Mr. 
Wardwell, the house adjourned. 

Tuesday, Dec. 23. Mr. Polk reported a bill making appropri- 
ations for the support of the army for the year 1835, which was 
twice read and committed. 

Mr. Polk also reported a bill for the support of the Indian de- 
partment, for the year 1835—twice read and committed. 

Mr. Watmough reported a bill explanatory of an act making 
certain allowances to certain officers of the marine corps— 
twice read and made the order of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. R. M. Johnson reported a bill to revive and continue in 
force an act, entitled, ‘‘an act to provide for persons disabled 
by known wounds received in the revolutionary war—read and 
ordered to a third reading. 

Mr. Hubbard, from the select joint committee, reported cer- 
tain resolutions relative to the honors to be paid to the memory 
of gen. Lafayette—twice read, &c. [See proceedings of the 
senate]. 

On motion of Mr. Watmough, inquiry was instituted into the 
expediency of establishing an ordnance department for the na- 
val service. 

On motion of Mr. Lane, inquiry was instituted with respect 
to the expediency of providing by law for the education at the 
military academy, of the junior midshipmen. 

On motion of Mr. Reynolds, inquiry was instituted as to the 
expediency of making Alton in the state of Ilinois, a port of 
entry. 

On motion of Mr. 4. H. Shepperd, inquiry was instituted as 
to the propriety of making compensation to the society of Mo- 
ravians, for the expenses incurred at their missionary establish- 
ments within the limits of the Cherokee tribe of Indians. 

The bill authorising the registers and receivers of the land 
Offices to administer oaths, was read a third time and passed. 

The kouse resumed, in committee of the whole, the consi- 
deration of the bill to regulate and equalize the pay of the offi- 
cers of the navy, and after amending the same, the bill being 
gone through with, the committee rose and reported it to the 
fhouse, whea 

On motion of Mr. Watmough, the bill, as amended, was or- 
dered to be printed; and then the house adjourned. 

Wednesday, Dec. 24. A memorial was received from the le- 
gislative council of Michigan territory praying for the establish- 
ment of a territorial government west of Michigan—referred. 

The joint resolutions relative to honors to gen. Lafayette, 
were considered, adopted, and sent to the senate. 

On motion of Mr. Foster, a resolution was adopted, request- 
ing the president to communicate to this house, if not incom- 
patible with the public interest, any communications or corres- 
pondence which may have taken place between our minister 
at Paris and the French government, or between the minister 
from France at this government and the secretary of state, on 
the subject of the refusal of the French governmen: to make 
emery for the execution of the treaty concluded between the 

nited States and France, on the 4th July, 1831. 

The resolution offered yesterday by Mr. Lincoln, calling on 
the president for certain information connected with the north 
eastern boundary question was taken up; when a debate en- 
sued thereon, between Messrs. Lincoln, Parks, Evans, Smith 
and Foster. The debate continued till three o’clock, without 
faking the question on the resolution, and then the house ad- 
journed, 4 

se Be 
FROM LIBERIA. 
‘We have at length advices from our friends (says the editor 
of the New York Commercial Advertiser), who sailed from this 
in the Jupiter, last June, for the African colony of Liberia. 
hey arrived out, all well, in forty days, and were landed at Mon- 
rovia. The Liberia Heraid, of September 25th, contains much 
interesting intelligence, some of which is more cheering from 
the colony than any we have ever before had the pleasure of 
extracting from the colonial journal. The following letter from 
Josiah F. C. Finiey, esq. under the patronage of the Ladies’ so- 
ciety, will cheer the hearts of the friends of the noble and sacred 
cause of colonization, and we beg ieave to commend this letter, 
from a man of character and truth, writing on the spot, to the 
attention of those well-intentioned citizens of this country, who 
have been deceived by the countless misrepresentations of the 
opponents of the Colonization society:—To Messrs. Robert 
Stanton and McMasters, students of Cincinnati, (Ohio), Lane 
seminary, 

My pear rrienps: We arrived here safely after a pleasant 
voyage of forty days, on the last day of July last. My bighest 
hopes, my brightest expectations are fully, and in most things, 
more thaa realized. 

I have never met with but one more flourishing town in Ohio 
or Indiana, nor have { met with a single town in any part of 
your country, where the people were more moral or temperate, 
or enterprising, or were more strict in their observance of the 
Sabbath, than the people of Monrovia. Here is a climate con- 
genial to the constitutions of those citizens who have lived 
here a year or two, and their children, who have heen born 
fiere—a soil far more fertile than any in the eastern or middle 
Aivision of the United States. Here all the necesenries and 
wery many of the luxuries of life may be raised with one half, 
or one-fourth of the labor which they would require in your 
eountry. Almost every thing I see raises Liberia so much, in 











my estimation, that I feel as confident as I do of my existence, 
that if my personal and Christian friend, who announced to the 
large audience in Chatham street chapel, New York, in May 
last, that the funeral knell of the Colonization society had tolj- 
ed, and who in the exuberant joy of his soul, eloquently pro- 
nounced its eulogy, or perhaps, I might more properly say, its 
funeral maledictory benediction, will come and examine this 
country, and this infant republic for himself, that in less than 
two months, he will become as ardent an advocate for the Co- 
lonization society as any your country can produce. 

All this, my dear friends, is strictly and literally true, and yet 
Liberia is not what it oughtto be. We have no college here. 
We have not so many thoroughly educated teachers as we 
ought to have.. We want a greater variety and a larger supply 
of seeds—we want one or two manufactories—we want aid in 
building school houses and churches. If the American public 
should, as in duty bound, furnish us with these, and assist none 
in coming here who are not temperate, moral and enterprising; 
there are those now living who will see the day, when this 
country will equal at least, the present prosperity of the United 
States. I would like to write more, but have nottime. May 
I not hope soon to see you in thiscountry. You may come here 
with as much safety as you can go to the newly settled paris of 
the Mississippi. Ever yours, 

JOSIAH F. C. FINLEY. 

Monrovia, Liberia, Mugust 9th, 1834. 

On the other hand—the ship Jupiter, having landed ali her 
passengers, freight, &c. when proceeding to windward, was 
wrecked on the coast—all the crew saved, though several suf- 
fered much from fever, and two died. The vessel was insured 
at New York, for $15,000. 

Another letter from Liberia says—that all the passengers by 
the Jupiter, in her former voyage, had died, save one. 

DEMOCRACY OF 1797. 
From the Cincinnati Gazette. 

In the early stages of the present government of the United 
States, Mr. Monroe, since president, was sent minister to 
France. Carried away with enthusiasm for free governments, 
he pursued a course somewhat at variance with that prescribed 
by the American cabinet, of which gen. Washington was the 
head. For this Mr. Monroe was recalled. In vindicating his 
individual right to expresa his own private opinions, although a 
public minister, in a letter addressed to the secretary of state, 
dated July 30, 1797, he held the following language: 

**] forbear to discuss again the solidity of that principle which 
supposes every public officer of the United States, (the judges 
excepted), a menial servant of the president: a principle, which, 
if established, banishes from the bosom every noble and patri- 
otic sentiment, and makes him dependent, not upon the integ- 
rity and propriety of his own conduct, but upon the personal 
favor of his superior. Ifsuch were the case, what confidence 
would the people of America repose in any public functionary, 
since after he gets into office, whatever may have been his cha- 
racter before, he sinks into a machine, and ceases to be a 
watchful centinel over the public rights and interest? If such 
were the case, the principles and practice of our free govern- 
ment are departed from, and the most slavish practices of the 
most slavish government introduced in their stead.’? 

BO Bn 
NEW BUILDINGS IN PHILADELPHIA. 

The whole number of buildings erected within the bounds of 
the city proper, during the present year, has been 361, viz: 

Six story store 1; five story do. 1; four story hotel !; four sto- 
ry school house 1; four story dweilings 49; four story stores 44; 
three story dwellings 177; three story stores 5; churches 2; three 
story car house |; three story steam mill 1; three story work- 
shop 1; two story dwellings 33; two story stores 3; two story 
stables 2; two story coach houses 3; two story shops 2; depot 1; 
steam factory 1; swimming bath 1; three story back buildings 8; 
two story do. 18; one story do. 5. Total 361. 

This number includes the buildings on Girard street, [forty 
houses] and shows a great decrease during the past season. Of 
the number erected, a large proportion have been beyond 
Broad street, and were of small dimensions; principally built 
by mechanics, who were unable to obtain other employment. 

Last year among the buildings erected in the city proper 
were 59 four story stores; 26 four story dwellings; 11 three story 
stores; and 286 three story dwellings. The whole number of 
buildings amounted to 492. 

We have also the following account of the improvements on 
“Girard Square”? — 

On Chesnut street. This splendid range of buildings com- 
prises the entire square extending on the porth side of Chesnut, 
from Eleventh to Twelfth street, four stdfies high, with marble 
basements. The house at the corner of Eleventh street com- 
mands a rent of $1,200; that at the corner of Twelfth $1,100, 
and the intermediate houses, of which there are 15, let for 
$1,000 each, and are ali inhabited. 

On Market street, between Eleventh and Twelfih streets, 
there are 22 stores, four stories in height, which have just been 
completed. Twenty of these stores are held ata rent of $400 
each—two of them rented; one $850, rented; and one at $600 
per annum. 


On Girard street. This is an intermediate street, between 


Market and Chesnut; it is 70 feet in width, and contains 40 
houses, of extreme neatness and conyenience; one rang e is 
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nearly completed on the south side of the street. These houses 
are four stories in height, consisting of a basement, principal, 
and two attic stories. They are each 20 feet in front by 50 in 
depth, with back buildings, piazzas, &c. On the north side of 
this street the digging of the cellars has commenced, and nearly 
all the bricks of the whole mass of buildings occupying the 
square, have been made from the clay procured from the cel- 
lars on the site; which is of a fine quality. Considerable quan- 
tities of clay have been sold to brickmakers during the past 

*% son. 

“The houses on Girard street will produce a fine effect when 
finally completed; they recede from the line of the street 15 feet 
on each side, and the pavements will be ten feet in width from 
the curb; they will be embellished in front by a neat iron rail- 
ing, grass-plots and shrubbery. The approach to these dwell- 
ings will be from a platform raised one step from the pavement, 
and the entrance into the buildings will also be by means ofa 
platform and step. 

The rents have been fixed at from 5 to 600 dollars, and we 
iearn that a large number of names have already been register- 
ed az tenants, at these prices. 

Should the houses on Girard street let at $500 each, the en- 
tire square will produce an annual income of $46,750. 

{ Commercial Herald. 
= BD Be 
MEETING OF FREEMASONS. 
From the New England Review. 

A meeting of freemasons of the county of Hartford, called by 
previous notice, ‘for the purpose of taking into consideration 
the present public excitement, respecting the masonic institu- 
tion, and to take such measures as may be thought expedient,”’ 
was held at Union Hall, in this city, on the 5th inst. 

The meeting was organized by calling Eliphalet Terry, esq. 
of Hartford, to the chair, and appointing Richard Bacon, esq. 
of Simsbury, secretary. 

A committee, consisting of George Goodwin, Appleton Rob- 
bins and Thomas K. Brace, esqs. was appointed to report reso- 
tutions forthe consideration of the meeting. At9 o’clock the 
committee reported the following resolutions, which, after a 
full and animated discussion, were unanimously adopted. 

Resolved, That we have observed with regret the excitement 
which has, for several years, existed in regard to the masonic 
institution, and that we have, ia an especial manner, regretted 
the views entertained of the oaths used by the fraternity, for 
we declare, without hesitation, however others may have done, 
we have never considered the masonic oaths as requiring or 
authorising the commission of crime, or the violation of the 
laws of the land. 

Resolved, That the multiplication of moral and benevolent 
e0cieties, atthe present day, supersede the institution of free- 
masonry, as they are daily administering the charities which, 
formerly, it was the duty and happiness of masons to dispense. 

Resolved, That, wishing to avoid strife, and not to be the 
cause of excitement and animosity, we are of opinion, that 
from a regard to public sentiment, and with a view to the public 
welfare, it is expedient that the lodges in this state be dissolv- 
ed, and freemasonry abandoned, and that we will, so far as we 
have influence, exert itin procuring the dissolution of the re- 
spective lodges of which we are members, and the general 
abandonment of freemasonry. 

ELIPHALET TERRY, chairman. 

Richard Bacon, secretary. 

JUDGE THACHER’S CHARGE. 
From the Boston Post. 

We have received a copy of the charge, delivered by Peter 
©. Thacher, judge of the municipal court, to the grand jury of 
the county of Suffolk, on the first Monday of this month. This 
charge, a brief outline of which we gave at the time, contains 
sound principles, and makes some important suggestions. It 
will be read with peculiar interest at this time. 

After referring to a charge delivered at the December term, 
1831, for his views of the law respecting the prevention and 
suppression of riots, the judge gives his views relating to the 
destruction of the Ursuline convent at Charlestown, and con- 
elades with a suggestion to the legislature for the prevention of 
these popular commotions. We lay this part of the charge be- 
fore our readers: 

‘However a good citizen may wish to throw a veil over the 
fanits of his countrymen, it would be an inexcusable neglect, 
were [to omit, upon this occasion, to speak of that outrage, 
Which was lately perpetrated in this vicinity, and which was 
marked with such disgraceful characters. A ferocious band of 
daring men invaded, at midnight, a community of females, se- 
Parated from the ordinary pleasures of life, and devoted by a 
consecrated vow, to the education of youth, and to the cultiva- 
tion of a life of religion, according to their sense of duty. The 
rloters, having with threats and violence, roused the unsuspect- 
ing inmates from their peaceful sleep, and rifled the apartments 
of their valuable contents, destroying what they could not plan- 
der, applied the torch to the splendid edifice, and reduced it to 
ashes. The firemen, ever on the watch, and never tired of hard 
duty. hastened to the spot, but were not permitted to attempt to 
extinguish the flames. Suchasceneof popular madiuese, and of 
culpable official neglect, can hardly find a parallel in that period 
of the French revolution, which will ever be remembered as the 
reign of terror. There, men, exasperated and rendered mad by 
long oppression, waged barbarous and bloody war against men. 





Had it been known, that this peaceful community was likely to 
be thus disgraced, thousands of our citizeus would have rushed 
to the rescue of those venerated sisters of religion. But the un- 
offending victims took no precaution, because they considered 
themselves armed by their very defencelessness—by their sex, 
by their vocation, and by the sacred trust which was confided to 
them by parental affection, to watch for the safety of sixty young 
female children. Anarchy was permitted to reign, and it did its 
own work. The ruthless mob rioted for a time on living faith 
and innocence. They even invaded the sacred repose of the 
tomb, and scattered to the winds the mouldering fragments of 
mortality, which there rested in hope, waiting for the resurrec- 
tion of the just. Hereafter, as the traveller visits the height 
which is immortalized in our history, and gazes on its towering 
monument, the memorial of devoted patriotism,* he will direct 
his eye a little farther in the distance to the spot, on which this 
tragedy was acted. Would it were but a work of fiction, and 
that it derived all its horrors from the imagination of the poet. 
But the black record now makes part of history. It will be 
read in all future time, wherever civilization exists. Itis a sad 
commentary on our free institutions. The constitution of this 
commonwealth guarantees freedom of conscience to all sects 
and denominations of religion. Toleration is a right established 
by law, which cannot be repealed by the ordinary course of le- 
gistation; and happily, the rights of conscience are not at the 
control ofa dominant sect. Butin the destruction of the Urau- 
line convent, on Mount Benedict, it was seen, that a portion of 
the people could wage war, equally against political liberty, the 
sacred rights of property, and religious charity. The just and 
enlightened every where will look to the justice of the country 
and to its liberality to the sufferers to efface the foul disgrace.t 

It belongs to the wisdom of the legislature to consider, whe- 
ther it is not both desirable and necessary, to revise the law for 
the prevention of riots, and to adopt some easy and practicable 
mode, to organise the physical power of the country, and to 
bring it forth, when necessary for their suppression. Every 
citizen should for this purpose be enrolled, should know his 
own place, and be ready at the call ofthe law. The peace and 
liberties of the country will be safe, when all the people are 
their defenders. No one should be exempted from this sacred 
duty. By the injudicious exemption of so many citizens from 
the honor and obligation of defending their country, our militia 
has lost its popularity, and liberty its natural protector. A per- 
fect organization of the posse comitatus, would of itself be, in 
most cases, an effectual protection against riots, especially in 
large cities and towns where they are most likely to occur, 
But no organization will be effectual unless every citizen shall 
be made to feel a personal interest in the suppression of riots, 
nor unless an indemnity shall be secured to sufferers. In en- 
tering into society, the individual relinquishes, to a certain ex- 
tent, the right of self defence, that he may more securely enjoy 
life, property and character; and in return for this protection of 
government, he obeys the laws and contributes to its support. 
The claim of the citizen for indemnity, is therefore founded on 
his allegiance. In cases of destruction of property by lawless 
violence, the remedy should be commensurate with the da- 
mage, and should fall upon the city or town where it occurs; 
unless by fresh pursuit the rioters should be taken and brought 
to justice, or unless such diligence can be shown, on the part 
of the corporation, as shall exhonerate the inhabitants in their 
political capacity from all blame. The voice of the legislature 
is the will of the people—and itis in this sense, that I under- 
stand that expression in the proclamation of our governor, ‘J, 
the people will it, there will be no more destruction of private 
property, or invasion of private right, by open acts of violence.’’t 

SENTENCE OF THE SPANISH PIRATES, 
From the Boston Post. 
fu. 8. DISTRICT CouRT, Dec. 16, 1834.] 

The court met at 10 o’clock this morning, when judge Story 
delivered an opinion, st great length, against the power of the 
circuit court to granta new trial ina capital case; judge 8S. con- 
sidered such a power expressly denied by the clause in one of 
the amendments to the constitution, declaring, that no person 
shall, for the same offence, be put twice in jeopardy of life and 
limb, which is but a recognition of the long established princi- 
ple of the common law, that no man’s life shall be nfore than 
once putin jeopardy for the same offence—a maxim imbedded 
in the very elements of the common law. His honor was of 
opinion, thatif the power existed at all, it must apply as well 
to trials in which the parties were acquitted, as in those in 
which parties were convicted. The motion fora new trial was 
accordingly overruled, as was also the motion in arrest of judg- 
ment, the several specifications in support of which were ex- 
amined and pronounced insufficient. Judge Davis having de- 
livered a short opinion, agreeing with judge Story’s, Andrew 
Dunlap esq. the district attorney, arose and made the following 
motion for the delivery of the judgment. 

May it please your honors—Pedro Gibert, Bernardo de Soto, 
Francisco Ruiz, Manuel Foyga, Manuel Castillo, Angel Garcia, 
and Juan Montenegro, ot!ierwise called Jose Bazilio De Castro, 





*Bunker Hill, in Charlestown. 

{See the report of the Boston committee, relating to the de- 
struction of the Ursuline convent, August 11th, 1834. 

{See the proclamation of governor Davis, offering a reward 
for the detection of persons concerned in the destruction of the 
convent, dated August 15th, 1834. 
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the prisoners at the bar, have been at the present term of this 
court indicted by the grand jury of this district, for a felonious 
and piratical robbery of twenty thousand dollars, on board of a 
vessel of the United States, perpetrated on the high sea, and 
within the admiraity jurisdiction of the United States. On the 
twenty-third day of October, they were placed at the bar, in- 
formed of the indictment which had been found and returned 
inst them, and furnished with copies, and with translations 

of the same into the Spanish language, the language of the 
prisoners. Counsel, learned iu the law, of their own selection 
from the bar of this court, were assigned in their defence. On 
the twenty-seventh of October, they were again put to the bar, 
and arraigned upon this indictment to which they severally 
pleaded not guilty. On the twenty-eighth day of October, a 
list of the traverse jurors summoned to this court, was deliver- 
ed to each of the prisoners. On the eleventh day of November, 
they were again put to the bar and put upon their trial, having 
been first informed by the court of their right of challenge to the 
juror, and a jury was duly empanneliled for their trial; all the 
wilnesses subject to the process of the court whom the prison- 
ers desired to have summoned were summoned in their behalf 
by the process of the government. They were defended with 
fidelity, eloquence and learning, by their counsel and the jury, 
after a patient investigation, which occupied 15 days, returned 
their verdict, which the court has recorded, that each of the 
prisoners is guilty. Motions for a new tnal and in arrest of 
udgment have been filed and learnedly argued by their counsel. 
hese motions the court has coanthized and overruled. It 
therefore becomes my duty to move that judgment be rendered 
on this verdict, and that the sentence which the law awards 
against each of these prisoners at the bar be now pronounced. 

The prisoners were then informed, through Mr. Badlam, the 
interpreter, that the court had delivered an opinion overruling 
the motions for a new trial, and in arrest of judgment, and that 
they were at liberty to state any reason, that they might have, 
why sentence should not be pronounced against them. All the 
prisoners, except Ruiz, who required time, then handed to their 
counsel statements in writing, averring their innocence and the 
faisehood of Perez.* Charges of a heinous character are confi- 
dently advanced in their statements, against capt. Trotter of the 
British man-of-war brig Curlew. They all charge capt. Trot- 
ter with having used every imaginable artifice, together with 
promises and threats, to induce the crew of the Pinda to ac- 
knowledge that they had robbed the Mexican. 

Captain Gibert, in his statement, says he sailed from Havana, 
on the twenty-first of August, and arrived at Cape Mount, in 
37 days; that on the 4th of June, while the Pinda was lying in 
the river Nazareth, with only a part of her sick crew on board, 
three boats, with white men armed, and a canoe with Kroo 
men, came round the point, and immediately opened a brisk 
fire on the Pinda, whose ineffective crew having no officer to di- 
rect them, abandoned her; he states that he was prevented 
from claiming his vessel, by the pride of the negro king, who 

roposed, for the honor of his nation, to indemnify him, for the 
oss he had sustained within his sovereignty, and the more ef- 
fectually to prevent the making of a demand, he caused capt. 
Gibert to be removed under a guard into the woods in rear of 
the town. 

After denouncing Perez, whom he calls Bazela, capt. Gibert 
states that Delgardo, before he cut his throat, avowed his de- 
termination to commit suicide, because his extorted and false 
confessions had involved the lives of his companions. He also 
states that captain Trotter offered him a passage to Havana, 
and $1,000, if he would make certain the robbery of the Mexi- 
ean. Capt. Gibert even states, that the boatswain was poison- 
ed at Fernando Po, for denying the robbery—he exclaimed just 
before his death—“The knaves have given me poison—my en- 
trails are burning,’ soon after which he expired, foaming at the 
mouth. The motive assigned by all the prisoners for captain 
Trotter’s alleged corruption, is his liability, in damages, for the 
Pinda and her cargo. 

In a supplementary statement which was introduced after the 
other prisoners had been heard, captain Gibert says, that, while 
on board of the savage, at Salem, and in their prison, the door 
was opened, and some people entered, and after examining 
them, went out, and one, whom he since recognized to be the 
Mexican’s; mate, remarked “know nobody here;’’ that after 
they went away, the corporal and sentinel, who spoke a little 
Spanish, said the people who had just been in belonged to the 
Mexican, and had said they knew none of us. Capt. Gibert, 
thinks that some of the Salem people who were standing by at 
the time must have heard the remark, and he calls upon them 
to come forward. 


Bernardo De Soto, the mate, called the whole universe to 
witness his innocence, and stated that torture was applied to 
make some of the crew of the Pinda confess the robbery of 
the Mexican. 

Manuel Boyga said, in his statement, that they threatened to 
shoot him if he did not criminate his companions. 

Manuel Castillo stated, that after the arrival of the Curlew at 
Cannabar, they had Perez ashore five days, instructing him 
from an American Gazette that he was free, and at the gover- 
ner’s house where they were employed the five days in seduc- 
ing him. About a month afterwards they gave a drink to the 
boatswain, who was well, but soon took raving, and when he 
was dying, Perez went to bis bed and beseeclhed him to forgive 








*Who was “states evidence.’ 
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him for the false declarations he had made against him and the 
others; that capt. Trotter had told him if he did not make tie 
declaration he should be shot. Perez is a base and wicked yij- 
lain, and an enemy to the Spaniards. 

Angel Garcia made a statement very similar to Castillo’s, and 
called capt. Trotter a villain and seducer, and avers that he se- 
duced Perez. 

Juan Montenegro handed in a similar statement, with equally 
solemn asseverations of innocence. 

The reading of the written statements was concluded about 5 
o’clock, when the following sentence, translated to the prison- 
ers by Mr. Badlam, was pronounced by 

Story, J. Pedro Gibert, Bernardo de Soto, Francisco Ruiz, 
Manuel Boyga, Manuel Castillo, Ange) Garcia and Juan Mon- 
tenegro—prisoners at the bar—the motion made by your coun- 
sel for a new trial, and in arrest of judgment, having been over- 
ruled by the court, and all other matters being disposed of, it is 
now my painful duty to pronounce the sentence of the law 
upon each of you for the crime whereof you severally stand 
convicted. I shall do this in as brief terms as possible, being 
conscious of the difficulty of addressing you through the medi- 
um of an interpreter. 

It is considered by the court, that the said Pedro Gibert, Ber- 
nardo de soto, Francisco Ruiz, Manuel Boyga, Manuel Castil- 
lo, Angel Garcia and Juan Montenegro, otherwise called Jose 
Bazilio de Castro—be, and they are hereby severally deemed, 
taken and adjudged to be pirates and felons, and that they and 
each of them be hanged by the neck, until they are severally 
dead. And the marsiial of this district of Massachusetts, or 
his deputy, do, on peril of what may befal thereon, cause exe- 
cution to be done in the premises aforesaid, upon them, and 
each of them severally, on the 1)th day of March next ensuing, 
between the hours of 9 o’elock in the forenoon and 12 o’clock 
at noon of the same day, and that they, the said Pedro Gibert, 
&c. be nqw taken from thence to the jail in Boston, in the dis- 
trict aforesaid, from whence they came, there, or in some other 
safe and convenient jail within the district aforesaid, they and 
each of them to be closely kept until the day of execution, and 
from thence they and each of them to be taken on the day ap- 
pointed for execution as aforesaid, to the place there to be 
hanged as aforesaid, until they are severally dead. And it is 
further ordered by the court, that the clerk of this court do issue 
a warrant in due form of law, to the marshal of this district, or 
his deputy, to carry judgment into full effect. 

I earnestly recommend to each of you to employ the interme- 
diate period in sober reflections upon your past life and con- 
duct, and by prayers and penitence and religious exercises, to 
seek the favor and forgiveness of Almighty God, for any sins 
and crimes which you have committed; and for this purpose, I 
earnestly recommend to you and each of you, to seek the aid 
and assistance of the ministers of our holy religion, of the de- 
nomination to which you severally belong. And in bidding 
you, so far as I can presume to know, an eternal farewell, | 
offer up my earnest prayers, that Almighty God may, in his in- 
finite goodness, have mercy on your souls. 

{iT he distant period appointed for the execution of the pri- 
soners was assigned by judge Story, in order to procure evi- 
dence from Havana and England, favorable to their case, if any 
in fact exists, to be laid before the president of the United 
States, with whom alone rests to stay further proceedings. 

8B Bere — 
POLITICAL CORRESPONDENCE. 
LETTER FROM MR. ADAMS. 

A committee was appointed by the whig convention held at 
Halifax, (Massachusetts), which nominated Mr. Adams for re 
election, to transmit to him a copy of the resolutions adopted 
by the convention. 

In consequence of his departure from Quincy, Mr. Adams 
did not receive it seasonably for a reply to be received pre- 
viously to the election. The subjoined letter has since been 
received by the committee, and as it expresses a virtual accept- 
ance of the office to which he has been so honorably re-elect- 
ed, it has been deemed proper to publish it. 

Washington, 8th November, 1834. 
Solomon Lincoln, esq. Hingham: 

Dear sir: I have received at this place your obliging letter 
of the 2ist ult. together with a copy of the resolutions adopted 
at the convention of the whig citizens of the 12th congressional 
district, held at Halifax on the preceding day. For the resolu- 
tion declaring the approbation of the convention, of the man- 
ner in which [ have discharged the trust committed to me of 
representing that district in the congress of the United States, | 
am to express my sincere and grateful sensibility. In accepting 
their nomination for re-election to the next congress, I can 
pledge myself to the same fidelity with which I have endeavor- 
ed to sustain their interests, inseparable from those of the whole 
community, in representing them hitherto—trusting to the sane 
indulgence on their part, in estimating the service by the in 
tention rather than by the success with which it has been per- 
formed, which I have experienced hitherto. I shall if it be the 
will of my fellow citizens of the district to continue the charge 
committed by them to me in the present congress, with equa! 
alacrity, devote myself to it in the next. f 

With the general principle of supporting the existing admi- 
nistration in every measure consistent with the constitution and 
promotive of the public welfare, and of opposing it by constitu 
tional means upon all others, I shall continue to discharge y 
duty to my constituents and my country, to whose final jadg- 
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ment the result must be left,as upon them all the permanent 
consequences of a good or bad administration of their affairs 
must ultimately fall. . 
| am, with great respect, dear sir, your obedient servant, 
J.Q. ADAMS. 
LETTER FROM MR. VAN BUREN, 
Declining a public dinner at Philadelphia. 
Washington, November 21, 1834. 

GENTLEMEN: [ Owe you an apology for not having before re- 
plied to your letter, inviting me, on behalf of a number of de- 
mocratic citizens of the city and county of Philadelphia, to par- 
take of a public dinner, at such time during my stay in that 
city, as may suit my convenience. I remained with you for so 
short a time, that I was unable to avail myself of your kindness; 
but { am not, [ assure you, the less grateful for your attention; 
nor insensible to the honor conferred upon me, by the favorabie 
opinion you are pleased to express of my political principles. 
They are those by which I have, at all times, endeavored to regu- 
Jate my public conduct, and my devotion to them will certainly 
not be diminished by the assurance that they have secured to 
me the confidence and friendship of men, so eminently entitled 
to my respect, as the democratic citizens of the city and county 
of Philadelphia. 

Be assured that you cannot derive more satisfaction than I do 
from the fact, “that New York stands now, as she stood be- 
fore, by the side of Pennsylvania, in the just and righteous 
struggle to sustain the ancient landmarks of the democratic 
faith.’? 

The democratic character of both states has been faithfully 
sustained. The republicans of each, acting in concert with 
many of the most patriotic of her sister states, upon the broad 
ground of principle, and casting behind them, as they should 
have done, all considerations save those appertaining to the 
maintainance of the constitution and the promotion of the ge- 
neral weal, have obtained a triumph most auspicious to the 
perpetuity of our political institutions. 

Iam, gentiemen, with high respect, your friend and obedient 
servant, M. VAN BUREN. 

Messrs. Henry Horn, J. B. Sutherland, M. W. Ash, §c. 


LETTER FROM MR. CLAY, 
On being invited to a pv ceva at Paris, Ky. 
shland 12th November, 1834. 

GENTLEMEN: I have duly received your obliging letter, dated 
yesterday, inviting me to a public dinner at captain H. Bridges’ 
hotel, in Paris, on my way to the eastward. It is true that I 
shall pass through Paris in a day or two, and no where could | 
enjoy more satisfaction at such a festival, for no where shall I 
find better friends or better principles; but, gentlemen, as my 
tarry in Paris will be short, and | am anxious to avail myself of 
the Indian summer, now prevailing, to prosecute the long jour- 
ney before me, I hope you will attribate to the right motives 
the necessity | feel myself under of declining the acceptance of 
your iavitation. 

I concur entirely with you, gentlemen, in the justness of the 
distinction between an attachment to principles, and an attach- 
menttomen. And the testimony which you are pleased to 
render in my behalf is more highly esteemed by me because 
you place it on the ground of public principles and public ser- 
vices. 

I believe, with you, that the present contest in the United 
States is one against power in behalf of the liberties of the 
country. I will add an expression of my conviction that it in- 
volves also the existence both of the constitution and the union 
of the states. The inequality of the condition of the parties 
to this contest, in the particulars mentioned by you is very 
great; but the goodness of the cause of the whigs should stimu- 
late their energy and perseverance. Nor should they be dis- 
couraged by occasional or local defeats. The tories in Eng- 
land have sometimes maintained the ascendancy for long pe- 
riods of time. And history demonstrates that, although Syila, 
Marius, Cwsar, Cromwell, Napoleon, and the whole tribe of 
military heroes, had trampled upon the liberties of the people, 
and, under the forms of law, they respectively, in the end, re- 
ceived what they merited, the execrations of mankind. The 
virtues of our chief magistrate, which should make him an ex- 
ception from the fate of his class, are yet to be developed. I 
am, gentlemen, with great respect, your friend and obedient 
servant, li, CLAY. 

Messrs. John L. Hickman, &c. 


LETTER FROM MR. WRIGHT, 
Declining an invitation to a public dinner at Albany. 

Albany, 22d November, 1834. 
GENTLEMEN: Your letter of yesterday is received, and | am 
compelled, most reluctantly to my feelings, to decline the in- 
Vilation it conveys. You will believe me, gentlemen, when I 
say that from no quarter could such a mark of friendship and 
confidence come to me more acceptably than from the democra- 
tic citizens of Albany. With them for my associates and coun- 
sellors, and under their personal observation, has much the 
largest portion of my public duties been discharged; and this 
evidence that I have been so fortunate as to secure their appro- 
bation is most gratifying, as it permits me to hope that my ef- 
forts to be faithful to the public have not been wholly unsuc- 
cessful. A proper attention to the same duties compels me to 


meeting you and them as you request. My short stay in the 
city must be wholly devoted to public business and public in- 
terests of great importance, a necessary attention to which 
brought me here thus early, on my way to the seat of govern- 
ment; and while I will not attempt to express my regret that I 
cannot enjoy the social meeting to which you invite me, I am 
consoled by the reflection that the loss will be mine—not that 
of the friends who are thus partial to me. 
That the political movements of our opponents for the last 
twelve months, ust have produced anxious solicitude in the 
minds of the democratic citizens of Albany, was as certain as 
that they retained their regard for the welfare and prosperity of 
their country, for the preservation of their political principles, 
or for the interests and business of their own city; and that the 
gratifying results of the late elections should have given them 
joy, was a necessary consequence of the conviction, produced 
by those results, that their country and themselves were again 
safe, and that an intelligent and patriotic people had not lost 
their attachment to our free and happy institutions, or their de- 
termination to preserve them pure and unharmed from the open 
assaults of violence and the secret workings of corruption.— 
That joy has been imparted to every patriotic bosom in the 
land; and if the democratic citizens of New York partake of it 
in a superior degree, it is because their state, their institutions, 
their interests, and, most invidiously, a fellow citizen standing 
high in their regard and confidence, were made the peculiar ob- 
jects of attack and calumny. 
Your reference to my connexion with the events alluded to is 
too flattering, while it deserves my most humble acknowledg- 
ments as coming from personal and partial friends. For any 
thing of standing and character I may possess as a public ser- 
vant, I am indebted to the democratic citizens of my state; and 
my humble efforts in their service, when most faithfully exert- 
ed, can but ill requite the obligation which I am at all times 
most willing to acknowledge, but which I cannot hope ever to 
be able to discharge. 
Be pleased, gentlemen, to convey to the republican general 
committee, my thanks for this unmerited notice and attention, 
and accept for yourselves, individually, the expression of my 
warmest regards for your uniform personal friendship. as well 
as for the very kind manner in which you have communicated 
to me the wishes of those whom you represent. 

With sentiments of the highest respect, | am your fellow ci- 
tizen, SILAS WRIGHT, Jr. 

Messrs. Peter Wendell, Erastus Corning, 

John N. Quackenbush and others. 


From the New York Evening Star. 
The two splendid silver pitchers, made for Dr. Macneven, 
which we noticed a few days ago, were presented in due form, 
and the following is the correspondence: 
New York, 3d Dec. 1834, 
Sir: Having been charged by a number of our fellow citizens 
to present to you a service of plate, and to express in proper 
terms the feelings which have induced its presentation, we have 
caused to be inscribed on it the following expression of their 
sentiments and that of our own, in regard to your private and 
public conduct: 
“Presented to William James Macneven, esq. 
By citizens of New York, 

As a token of their high esteem for his private worth, 
Political independence, and devotion to the 
Constitution of his adopted country, 

Anno Domini 1834, and in that of the Republic the 58th.” 

We are, very respectfully, your obed’t serv’ts, 
H. MAXWELL, 
WM. N. CLARK, 
JAMES LYNCH, 
JOHN B. LASALA, 
DUDLEY PERSSE, 
JOUN CAMPBELL, 


committee. 


To W. J. Macneven, esq. 


New York, 18th December, 1834. 
H. Maxwell, Wm, N. Clark, James Lynch, John B, Lasala, 
Dudley Persse, John Campbell, committee. 

GENTLEMEN: I beg you to receive my grateful thanks for your 
flattering address, and for the accompanying evidence of your 
esteem. Who is not alive to the approbation or censure of his 
fellow citizens? But while this one blames, and that com- 
mends, itis truth alone that stamps the character of the judg- 
ment given, and confiding in the truth of facts, we all have rea- 
son to be satisfied with the part we acted by the side of the 
constitution, against the assaults of the executive of the union 
upon that sacred compact. An equally adveaturous successor, 
sustained by an equally obsequious party, would in another 
presidential term bring us to the verge of consolidation and 
monarchy. Hence, my fellow citizens, a difference, far great- 
er than any which has existed heretofore, presents itself now 
to discriminate parties. It opens, at the same time, a course 
of noble achievement to the devotedness of the whigs. It calls 
upon them to repair the breaches we have recently witnessed; 
to examine and fortify weaker points that, under better auspi- 
ces, might never have been noticed; to carry out, by proper 
amendments, and to guard from future violation, the y cong 
tic principles of the federal constitution. Let the prosecution 
of such objects be our cementing bond, and the constant labor 
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hold the strict construction of delegated powers, and the settled 
order of our liberties, permit me to join my honest efforts to 
your more valuable services, and, without interfering unsuitably 
to my sphere, yet, as the natural guardian of American sons, to 
assist in defending their best inheritance—the free institutions 
of our common country. With sincere friendship and respect 
for yourselves, and the citizens whom you represent, I have 
the honor to remain, gentlemen, your faithful servant, 
WILLIAM JAMES MACNEVEN. 


The following is the illustration of the device: On one side 
is a harp unstruag, (emblematical of the oppressed situation of 
the native country of this exiled patriot, and for the emancipa- 
tion of which he risked his life), supported by the goddesses of 
liberty and plenty. Above are two hands clasped, in token of 
the welcome extended by the people of this land of freedom to 
those who seek an asylum in it from the oppression of tyranny, 
the whole encircled by a wreath of shamrock and laurei pen- 
dant from a ring in the beak of an eagle (with stars between the 
wings to correspond in number with the United States) soaring 
majestically in her pride of freedom, as if to bid defiance to the 
enemies of liberty. On the other side is the inscription of the 
sentiments of those by whom they were presented, and in front 
is a basket of fruit clegantly ornamented. 

The execution of the whole is most exquisite, and does great 
credit to the already celebrated artists aud jewellers by whom 
they were made—Measrs. Marquand & Co., No. 181 Broadway. 


Mr. John M. Clayton, one of the senators of the United States 
from Delaware, being lately at New Castle, was invited to a 
public dinner by the people of that town, which having deciin- 
ed on account of his public duties at Washington, he added— 

**Though all parts of the state have nobly sustained her cha- 
racter by their support of the constitution and laws of the coun- 
try during the contest with executive power from which we 
have just emerged, yet none of her citizens contributed in that 
contest more zealously and efficiently to the attainment of the 
victory of principle which was its result, than those of New 
Castle and its vicinity. From men guided and governed by the 
elevated motives of pure and disinterested patriotism, and who 
would rather sink with a good cause than rise with a bad one, 
itis my pride to have received such an estimate of my public 
services, and I shall retain the remembrance of it as one of the 
highest rewards which could have been conferred upon me for 
the honest discharge of my duty to them, and to my country.”’ 

REPORT ON THE BANK. 
From the National Intelligencer of the 19th. 

Mr. Tyler, in behalf of the committee of finance, yesterday 
presented to the senate a report on the subject of the bank of 
the United States. [t was read at the clerk’s table, chiefly by 
Mr. Tyler, and occupied, in the reading, nearly three hours. It 
will be found to be a highly interesting paper, and we shall 
seize the earliest opportunity to display itin our columns. 

Meanwhile, having listened to the reading of the report, we 
anticipate the reader’s perusal of the whole of it by a brief 
sketch of its contents as they struck our ears. 

The committee ef finance, it will ba remembered, were in- 
structed to sit during the recess for the purpose of examining 
into the condition of the bank. For this purpose, they repaired 
to Philadelphia on the 13th of September, and proceeded forth- 
with to perform the duty with which they were charged. In 
pursuit of their object, the report says, every facility was afford- 
ed to them by the officers of the institution. No hesitation or 
reluctance was manifested to furnish any book or paper which 
they wished to examine. Every avenue of information was 
thrown wide open to them; and, if there be any defect or fai- 
dare in the developments which the committee present, it must 
be considered the fault of the committee alone. The inquiries 
ofthe committee were not prosecuted back further than the 
year 1820, when the celebrated report ofa committee was made 
in the house of representatives, and acted upon by that body. 
This action by the house seemed to preclude reinvestigation of 
transactions anterior to that date, and the committee confined 
themselves, therefore, to the allegations against the manage- 
ment of the bank which have been subsequently made. 

The first charge into which the committee inquired was that 
of violations of the charter, and other abuses in the constitution 
and functions of the exchange commitiece. ‘To this charge they 
felt it to be the duty of the committee to pay more attention, 
because it was formally enrolled in the report of the secretary 
of the treasury, Mr. Taney, among Ais reasons for removing the 
deposites of public moneys from the bank. Proceeding thus 
from a high officer of the government, the committee consider- 
ed this charge to demand the fullest investigation. They exa- 
mined it accordingly, and took testimony of the government di- 
rectors, as well as officers of the bank, as to the rise, progres 
and operations of this committee. In the whole matter the 
committee discovered any thing but cause for censure of the 
government of the bank, concluding, on the contrary, that the 
operations of the exchange committee have been legal advan- 
tageous to the bank, and convenient to the public. 

The next allegation against the bank which the committee 
examined was that of the substitution of branch drafts for the 
notes of the bank; in regard to which charge also the commit- 
tee acquit the bank of all censure. 

The next charge which they examine is that which touches 
the payment of the three per cent. stock, which the committee 
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examined with the greatest care, because of its having been 
solemnly preferred by the president of the United States, in hi, 
published address to his cabinet on the occasisn of his avowin 
his determination to remove the deposites, as a violation of the 
charter, &c. The committee were equally unsuccessful, in 
this branch of their investigation, in detecting any violation of 
the charter, or dereliction of duty on the part of the bank. 

The next point investigated by the committee was the safety 
of the public money in the bank, and the general solvency of the 
institution. In the course of their examination on this point 
the committee make the following statement of the actual lia. 
bilities and resources of the bank, which, as it may be of use to 
both our mercantile and our political readers, we have with 
some Care transcribed at large: 


. LIABILITIES ON NOVEMBER IsT, 1834. 
Notes in circulation. ........600 seseseceees . «15,968,731 90 
Deposite to the credit of the treasury 











ectece cobses 429,465 07 

Do. CE BENG icc cucdecceceseccse «+++ 1,837,168 66 
Private deposites.........cccccccscccee occccves - 6,741,752 24 
Capital stock........ cocces ETTTITITiTIT TTT Tre 35,000,000 00 
Total liabilities of the bank Ist November, 1834 $59,977,117 87 

RESOURCES. 

To meet the above, the bank has the following resources, viz: 
OU sctddb-cbotudveseccdtc deeds 260 eee . » » 34,667 ,828 24 
Mortgages ........esseeee: Co ccecees socceccccceece 87,591 29 
EE WUD 6 bbuc cde odbc ceive cecndiWe sccusecs «11,086,313 07 
Foreign bills...... oe ccccees TITTTTITETT TTT etre . 2,727,782 11 
BENGE GOMOD ccccescceccccess C06e0cds cocccces cece . 3,024,78~ 45 
Due from state banks..............es005 cecccece 427,102 89 
BPOCIS oc cccs cccccces ceccce cocacece eeeree ee se eee © 15,910,045 3) 

Total of resources...... OS ecedscocsee $67,931,511 36 


Showing a surplus of resources over liabilities of 7,954,393 49 
By referring to the documents, it will be seen that last July 
the total of the ascertained and estimated losses were set down 


at $6,005,315 71 
Viz; 
On banking houses............ seeees 303,359 84 
On other real estate......... 0.600005 150,820 94 
On suspended debt..........e0eee00. 1,744,427 13 
Desperate debts and losses on real es- 
tate already charged.............. 3,806,707 80 





6,005,315 71 

And that the surplus funds of the bank provided 
to cover its losses, are 

Contingent fund to cover losses. .............00. 5,901,955 71 

Fund for extinguishing the cost of banking houses 76,019 59 

Unappropriated balance of profit and Joss account 3,166,670 71 








Total amount of surplus fund...............0000- 10,044,646 17 
Deduct estimate of losses....... Ce Cecceses cocesee 6,005,315 71 
Excess in favor of the bank.......... seeees cece e + §4,039,330 40 


After making this very satisfactory statement of the affairs of 
the bank, adverting to the manner in which its credit had been 
assailed, and by the government, too, (the largest partner in the 
bank), the committee say that it is in the highest degree ques- 
tionable whether any other institution could have withstood 
such a systematic assault, much less have prospered under it. 
The result of which, as evinced by the above statement, only 
shews (the committee say) how deep-rooted was the public 
confidence in the solvency of the institution, and how high the 
opinion entertained of the ability with which its affairs have 
been administered. 

The report next proceeds to take up, and treat at large, each 
of the other particular points on which the conduct of the bank 
has at any time, or from any respectable quarter, been implicat- 
ed—giving ample testimony on each case, to sustain the con- 
clusions at which the committee had arrived. These points 
were too numerous to be stated in detail from memory, but we 
may enumerate as the most paramount, the following: 

The case of the protested French bill of exchange, in which 
the course adopted by the bank to bring the question before a 
judicial tribunal, for a fair and legal decision, is approved and 
sustained by the committee, as well as the just right of the 
bank to damages on the bill in question. 


The allegation against the bank of having multiplied its 
branches for the purpose of influencing public sentiment: 
Shewing, from authentic documents, that the bank had estab- 
lished branches only where the business of the community 
had justified it: that in many of these cases. the influence of 
the highest public characters had been disregarded for years 
where the creation of branches had been urged—especially in 
the case of Nashville—and thirty or forty cases, we should 
think, in various states, are particularized, in which the estab- 
lishment of branches has been refused to the present day, 
though pressed by great numbers of the most respectable citi- 
zens, because the business of those places did not warrant 
them; and, from the facts exhibited, the report expresses the 
opinion that so far from establishing branches where they were 
not needed by the commerce of the community, if the bank had 
yielded to the urgent solicitations from every quarter, it would 
have established them ad in finitum. 

The charge of lending money to members of congress, and 
other public men, for political purposes, which it shows to be 
unsustained by any evidence, and wholly futile. 
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Loans to editors, in which it gives a mass of detail, showing 
the groundlessness of much of the slang of the day on that sub- 
“There are many other points of a minor character, occupying 
a large space ia the report, on most of which the conduct of the 
bank is shewn to have been perfectly correct, and some in 
which it is disapproved. : 

The reading of the report having been finished, Mr. Tyler 
moved that it be printed; when ; 

Mr. Benton rose and, with much vehemence, and at consi- 
derable length, controverted the correctness of some of its 
statements, which he pronounced false. 

Mr. Tyler, replied, and averred, in the most solemn manner, 
the truth of every tittle of the report; all the statements of 
which, he said, were founded on documents (submitted with 
the report), which could not lie. 

Having thus briefly run our hand over the keys of the report, 
it may be proper to state, in conclusion, that it is understood 
that the investigation into the affairs of the bunk was mainly 
conducted by Messrs. Tyler and Mangum, with the occasional 
attendance and aid of the other members of the committee. 
The two gentlemen whom we have named have, we believe, 
given the greater part of their time, since the last adjournment 
of congress, to this important subject. The report we under- 
stand, was drawn up by Mr. Tyler. 

FRENCH SPOLIATIONS PRIOR TO 1800. 
In the senate of the United States, December 17. 

On motion of Mr. Webster, the senate proceeded to the consi- 
deration of the order of the day, being upon the following bill: 
A bill to provide for the satisfaction of claims due to certain 

American citizens for spoliations committed on their com- 

merce prior to the 30th day of September, one thousand eight 

hundred. 

Be it enated, §c. That satisfaction shall be made, to an 
amount not exceeding five millions of dollats, to such citizens 
of the United States, or to their legal representatives, as had 
valid claims to indemnity upon the French government, arising 
out of illegal captures, detentions, forcible seizures, illegal con- 
demnations and confiscations, made or committed before the 
thirtieth day of September, eighteen hundred. Provided, That 
the provisions of this act shall not extend to such claims as are 
stipulated for, and embraced in the convention concluded at 
Paris on the thirtieth day of April, one thousand eight hundred 
and three, between the United States and the first consul of the 
French republic, and for the liquidation and payment whereof 
provision is made in the said convention; nor to such claims as 
were paid, in whole or in part, under the provisions of the treaty 
between the United States and Spain, concluded at Washington 
on the twenty-second of February, one thousand eight hundred 
and nineteen. 

[The bill contains 8 sections—they make provision for the 
appointment, and prescribe the duties of commissioners, &c. 
as usual on such occasions—and set aside or appropriate five 
millions of dollars to satisfy their awards. ]} 

The bill having been read— 

Mr. Webster rose and said, this subject had been often before 
the senate in various forms, and he trusted that its general 
character was well understood by every member of the senate. 
He therefore should not repeat what had been said on former 
ovccasions, in presenting the question to the consideration of 
this body. Several reports had been made, going much at large 
into the merits of these claims, and setting forth the obligation 
of making to the claimants some degree of compensation. 
Those reports were accompanied by documents, statements 
and estimates of a voluminous size, all of which had been 
printed, and he supposed had been before every member of the 
senate. The session before last, (since which period not a 
great number of changes had been made in the senate), he 
went largely into details to shew the justice of these claims; 
and, the last session, an honorable senator from Maryland, not 
now here, had opened the whole subject to the consideration of 
this body. 

He, (Mr. Webster), should content himself with stating very 
briefly an outline of the grounds on which these claims are sup- 
posed to rest, and then leave the subject to the consideration of 
the senate. He, however, should be happy,in the course of 
the debate, to make such explanations as might be called for. 
It would be seen, that the bill proposed to make satisfaction 
to an amount not exceeding five millions of dollars, to such 
citizens of the United States, or their legal representatives, as 
had valid claims for indemnity on the French government, aris- 
ing out of illegal captures, detentions, condemnations, made or 
committed on their property prior to the 30th day of September, 
a This bill supposed two or three leading propositions to 

e true. 

It supposed, in the first place, that illegal seizures, detentions, 
captures, condemnations and confiscations were made, of the 
vessels and property of the citizens of the United States, before 
the 30th of September, 1860. 

It supposed, in the second place, that these acts of wrong 
were committed by such orders and under such circumstances, 
as that the sufferers had a just rightand claim for indemnity from 
the hands of the government of France. 

Going on these two propositions, the bill assumed one other, 
and that was, that all such claims on France as came within a 
Prescsibed period, or down to a prescribed period, had been an- 


indemnity from this government. I supposed a liability in justice, 
in fairness and equity, on the part of this government to make the 
indemnity. These were the grounds on which the bill was fram- 
ed. That there were many such confiscations no one doubted, 
and many such acts of wrong as were mentioned in the first eec- 
tion of the bill. That they were committed by Frenchmen, and 
under such circumstances as gave those who suffered wrong an 
unquestionable right to claim indemnity from the French govern- 
meut, nobody, he supposed, at this day, would question. There 
were two questions which might be made the subject of dis- 
cussion, and two only occurred to him at that moment. The 
one was, ‘on what ground was the government of the United 
States answerable to any extent for the injury done to these 
claimants??? The other, “to what extent was the government 
in justice bound;’? And first—of the first. ‘*Why was it that 
the government of the United States had become responsible ir 
law, or equity, to its citizens, for these claims—for any indemni- 
ty for the wrongs committed on their commerce by the subjects 
of France before 1800? 

To this question there was an answer, which, whether satis- 
factory or not, had at least the merit of being a very short one. 
It was, that, by a treaty between France and the United States, 
bearing date the 30th of September, 1800,in a political capaeny 
the government of the United States discharged and released 
the government of France from this indemnity. It went spon 
the ground—which was sustained by all the correspondence 
which had preceded the treaty of 1800—that the disputes aris- 
ing between the two countries should be settled by a negotia- 
tion. And claims and pretensions having been asserted on 
either side, commissioners on the part of the United States 
were sent out to assert and maintain the claims of indemnity 
which they demanded; while commissioners appointed on the 
part of France asserted a claim to the full extent of the stipu- 
lations made in 778, which they said the United States had 
promised to fulfil, and in order to carry into effect the treaty of 
alliance of the same date, viz: February, 1778. 

The negotiation ultimately terminated, and a treaty was finally 
ratified upon the terms and conditions of an offset of the respec- 
tive claims against each other, and for ever. So that the United 
States government, by the surrender and discharge of these 
claims of its citizens, had made this surrender to the French 
government to obtain for itself a discharge from the onerous 
liabilities imposed upon them by the treaty of 1778, and in order 
to escape from fulfilling other stipulations proclaimed in the 
treaty of commerce of that year, and which, if not fulfilled, 
might have brought about a war with France. This was the 
ground on which these claims rested. 

Heretofore, when this subject had been before congress, gen- 
tlemen had taken this view of the case; and he believed there 
was a report presented to the senate at the time, which set 
forth that the claims of our citizens, being left open, the Unit- 
ed States had done these claimants no injury, and that it did 
not exempt the government of France from liability. 

It was urged, too, that there was no reason to cherish a hope 
of obtaining any substantial indemnity from France, as it had 
undergone so many changes in its political affairs on account of 
the revolution, and other causes, since the depredations were 
committed. The subject was met with aceomulated objections, 
and it was said that, on account of the worthless character of 
the claims, there could have been no reasonable hope of ob- 
taining indemnity from France, and therefore the government 
was not bound in equity to make compensation at all. He 
thought we had advanced too far in this period of our history, 
to maintain any longer such an hypothesis, because we have 
since had experience that claims, not more meritorious in thew 
character, have been pressed on France under the existing 
government, until by a solemn treaty, it has been stipulated to 
pay for them twenty five millions of francs. The government 
had itself asserted the validity and value of such claims as 
were now existing in behalf of the citizens of the United States 
against the French government. We had obtained from France 
a treaty of indemnity, by which she stipulated to pay, for hey 
aggressions, the sum of twenty-five millions of francs. 


It had never been supposed that these claims prior to 1800, 
could fairly be compensated out of this fund, for the very rea- 
sons that they were released; and ifthe government of the United 
States had had no other claim to press upon the justice of the 
French government than such as existed before 1800, they 
would have been barred and precluded from any such claims 
by the express words of the treaty of 1800. This question seem- 
ed now of less importance to be dwelt upon, inasmuch as by a 
recent treaty with France, and under a law of congress passed 
for carrying it into execution, a board of commissioners had 
been established to ascertain the claims on that fund, and to 
distribute it according to the intention of the treaty; and that 
board it was well known, a year or two since, came to the de- 
termination that this class of claimants had no claim on the 
fund, because the United Sates had released all their claims by 
the treaty of 1800; and the whole fund obtained by the recent 
treaty was to be distributed among those who had suffered acts 
of wrong committed subsequent to 1800. 

This, then was the ground of the claim. Here, then, were 
substantial claims which were in the nature of property, and 
they were such ciaims, as, in regard to that nation and other 
nations, could have been settled after the pacification of Europe, 
according to their value. The government of the U. States re- 
linquished the claims in behalf of the nation, but not for indivi- 





pulled by the U. States, and that this gave them a right to claim 


dual claimants. By this act of the government they had been 
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deprived of all right to apply to the government of France, and 
had been adjudged to have no right to apply under the commis- 
sion now sitting to distribute the sum stipulated to be paid by 
France for depredations committed on the commerce of the U. 
States. 

This is the ground of the claim. 

The other question respects the amount. It was natural it 
should be asked, ‘Show was it that we are able to fix, as the 
reasonable estimate, the sum of tive millions of dollars??? The 
answer was, those to whom the subject had been committed, 
had gone through the labor of an examination, in order to see 
what was the number of vessels and cargoes destroyed, burnt, 
confiscated, &c. prior to the treaty of 1800, by the government 
of France. Their opinion was, that the sum of five millions of 
dollars was not too high, in proportion to the sum obtained for 
the other class of claimants. He did not propose to go further 
into the subject at present. 

After Mr. W. had resumed his seat, © 

Me. Tyler said that this was a bill of the highest importance: 
not merely in reference to the amount of the sum appropriated, 
but on account of the principle involved. Some years ago it 
had become his duty to examine this subject, and after giving 
to it the fullest examination, he had come to the conclusion 
that there was no just foundation for the claims. He had had 
the pleasure of listening to the honorable senator from Massa- 
chusetts twice in support of these claims, and capable as that 
gentleman was of shaking his (Mr. T’s) opinion on matters of 
law, whether national or municipal, his opinion on this subject 
remained unchanged. It would be recollected that these claims 
take their origin as far back as the year 1796; he could not be 
very exact as to dates, but they covered the whole of the period 
subsequent to that period, up to the year 1800. Before, there- 
fore, the senate could act on this bill, it would become them to 
look into the whoie history of the intermediate period, and to 
see what was the situation in which the governments of France 
and of the United States stood towards each other during that 
time. It would be seen that our government had not neglected 
any efforts to obtain recompense for these claimants from 
France. Minister after minister had been sent to France for 
the purpose of negotiating on this point. We have had especial 
embassies for the purpose of pressing these claims on the con- 
sideration of France. This object had been pureued up to the 
year 1800, with the utmost assiduity, and the government of the 
United States had thus fulfilled every duty which it owed to its 
citizens. Every obligation of this character had been discharg. 
ed by the government as far as it had the power by those nego- 
tiations. 

These claims had been pressed on the ground that the United 
States had, by the treaty of 1800, made provision for the pay- 
ment, and had discharged France from all liability. Turn and 
twist itas you will, the argument amounts only to this: that 
the government of the United States, for a valid consideration, 
assumed these claims. And what was that consideration? It 
was a consideration upon which no payment could be made, on 
which no claimant could rest. By the treaty of 1778, there were 
inutual stipulations between France and the United States. 
One of these stipulations was that France should guarantee the 
indvpendence of the United States, while the United States 
should guarantee to France the two West India islands, Guada- 
loupe and Martinique. 

In the war whici prevailed afterwards between Great Britain 
and France, the obligation on the United States to fulfil this 
part of the treaty remained in fuli force. Was it expected that 
the United States should make herself a party to this war? He 
put it to the gentleman from Massachusetts to say, with all the 
correspondence before him, if there was not then a great anxie- 
ty on the part of the United States to get rid of that guarantee. 
Had an American citizen a right to come here for compensation 
for losses, because the United States, by a subsequent treaty, 
got rid of that guarantee. The United States never intended to 
comply with that feature of the treaty of 1778. Yet the ground 
taken was, that, because the United States had got rid of the 

uarantee, she was bound to compensate for these spoliations. 

e contended that such a conclusion was in opposition to every 
authority which could be brought forward. 

But there were other grounds which pressed themselves upon 
his memory. A great part of these claims would go to the in- 
surers. What he said was this: if the government was bound 
to repay the losses of these insurers, it was equally entitled to 
share in their profits, according to the established policy of in- 
surance offices, and there were immense profits made during 
that period, otherwise it would be a total loss to the United 
States of the whole insurance, premium and all. He was wil- 
ling to go into a statement of the accounts—to take the losses 
and take also the profits of a period during which the enterprize 
of the United States was extended beyond every former period. 

He threw out these views to attract the attention of senators. 
He could not suffer himself to remain quiet in his seat without 
having said thus much—his principal design being to awaken 
the attention of the senate. 

Mr. Benton made some remarks in opposition to the hill, and 
Messrs. Preston and Shepley supported i. The preceding, how- 
ever, is seemingly sufficient to shew the gencral natute of this 
bill. 
SOUTH CAROLINA. 

The following is the report, or manifesto of the majority of 
the legislature of South Carolina, which had the effect to induce 








the minority to abandon their intention to resist the test oath 
prescribed by the late amendment to the constitution of the 
state. The following is a copy of the report, which was adopt- 
ed by large majorities in both branches of the legislature: 

The joint committee on federal relations, to which was refer- 
red the memorials of sundry citizens of the districts of Charies- 
ton, St. Luke’s Parish, Orange Parish, Prince George, Winyaw 
St. George’s, Dorchester, Edgefield, Greenville, Union, Abbe. 
ville, Pendleton, Kershaw, Lancaster, York and Spartanburg 
and the Parish of Christ Church, remonstrating against the pas. 
sage of the amendment of the fourth article of the constitution 
of this state, beg leave to 


REPORT: 

That they feel that under a government like ours, not only 
every real grievance of the citizens should meet with prompt 
redress on the part of the legislature, but that every imaginary 
grievance, coming from a portion of our fellow citizens, should 
obtain its respectful consideration. 

Divested of all extrinsic considerations, the memorialists 
complain that the oath provided for in the amendment of the 
4th article of the constitution of this state, to be hereafter taken 
by every person holding office under its authority, is designed 
by a majority of the people of South Carolina to impose on the 
meimoriatists obligations to the state inconsistent with those 
which they owe to the constitution of the United States. This 
opinion your committee considers altogether groundless. They 
bave no hesitation in affirming the belief that the said oath was 
passed upon and adopted by the people of South Carolina, with- 
Out the most remote intention of interfering with those obliga- 
tions, a belief which is concurrent with the conviction of your 
committee as to the true interpretation of the oath itself, tor 
whilst the oath asserts and maintains the sovereignty of South 
Carolina, it expressly provides for the support of the constitu- 
tion of the United States, and consequently of all those obliga- 
tions which the citizens of South Carolina owe to a compact 
which she solemnly made with her sister states. To suppose 
that the peopie of South Carolina, in engrafting this oath on 
their constitution, intended to impose any obligations on their 
citizens incompatible with their duties under the federal consti- 
tution, whilst in the oath they require those who hold office 
under her authority, to swear “‘to preserve, protect and defend 
the constitution of the United States,’? would be to suppose that 
the state was capable of perjury, by assuming contradictory ob- 
ligations. We trust that the memorialists would not expect us 
to repel such an imputation; if it were possible, self respect on 
the part of the legislature, and a deep reverence for the autho- 
rity of the people, would prevent it. 


It appears, however, that the memorialista further complain 
**that if the oath is to be construed, as we are instructed by very 
high judicial anthority it oughi in good faith to be, in reference 
to the language of the ordinance of 1833, it clearly deprives us 
of the right of judging for ourselves upon the matters in dispute 
between ourselves and our fellow citizens.”’ 

Your committee suppose the judicial authority here alluded 
to, must be that of the judge of the court of appeals, who deli- 
vered a dissenting opinion. How the memorialists can deduce 
any abridgment of their right of judgment from the opinion in 
question, your committee are ata loss to conceive, since it de- 
clares in terms as explicit as can be used, that the oath implies 
no compulsory conformity of opinion, but provides alone for 
fidelity of conduet on the part of an officer of the state, whilst 
he continues in office. 


With these views, and, as it is believed by your committee, 
with an understanding between citizens of deserved influence 
and estimation, both of the majority and minority of the con- 
vention of the people of South Carolina, which assembled at 
this place on the Lith March, 1833, the majority agreed to per- 
mit the imposition of an oath of allegiance by their own autho- 
rity, that it might go before the people as an ordinary proposi- 
tion for amending the constitution in the ordinary mode of the 
exercise of this sovereign function, that the sense of the people 
might be taken with all possible gravity and deliberation on the 
high matters in dispute; and as some of those thus representing 
the minority, expressly proposed such an appeal as a pacific ar- 
bitration of the controversy, justifying the confident expectation 
that their best offices will now be exerted to obtain a general 
acquiescence in the decision which might thus be pronounced, 
your committee would hope, as this award has been finally ren- 
dered, and as the allegiance required by the oath of office in the 
proposed amendment of the constitution is the allegiance which 
every citizen owes to the state, consistently with the constitu- 
tion of the United States, that public tranquillity and fraternal 
concord may be restored among the good people of our beloved 
state. J. HAMILTON, 

chairman of the committee on the part of the senate. 


A letter from Columbia, dated house of representatives, Dec. 
9, and published in the Charleston Mercury, says— 

By the order of adjournment yesterday, the house was to have 
convened this day at 12 o’clock, but it was not called to order 
until half past 2 o’clock. It was agreed upon to call up the re- 
port of the committee on federal relations, on the various me- 
morials and protests against the amendment to the constitution; 
and this being the first business, it was necessary that the ma- 
jority should understand each other and vote together in the 
matter. The phraseology of the report carried with it the con- 
struction, that the people of South Carolina, in passing on the 
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bill, by their votes at the fall elections, did not intend thereby, 
to disfranchise any citizen; nor did they mean that the oath 
was intended to contravene the obligations which any citizen 
might feel that they owed to the government of the U. States. 

This exposition was unpalatable to some gentlemen of the 
majority, and a meeting was therefore held, to reconcile con- 
flicting Opinions, to allay augry feeling, and, by a unanimity of 
sentiment, to extend the olive branch of peace. Hence the de- 
lay of the meeting of the legislature antil past two o’clock. 

The speaker now came, and the usual forms having been gone 
through, Mr. McCord moved that the house proceed to the con- 
sideration of the report; which being agreed to, the yeas and 
nays were called by Mr. Pearson, and were ordered. As the 
clerk was about to record the yeas and nays, Mr. Lancaster 
moved the following amendment, to wit: ‘But whilst we main- 
tain the position, that the oath of allegiance incorporated into 
ihe constitution of this state, does notin any wise impair the 
obligations which the citizens of South Carolina owe to the fe- 
deral government, we would at the same time wish to be dis- 
tinclly understood, as holding that the state, in her sovereign 
capacity, has the exclusive right to determine what those obli- 
gations are.”? And asked the taking of the yeas and nays there- 
on. These taken, were yeas 32, noes 86. 

During the performance of this duty by the clerk, Mr. Davie, 
Me. Northrop and Mr. Smith, successively rose and explained. 
Their remarks were brief, and each the same in substance.— 
They each gave their cordial approbation to the sentiment and 
political doctrine contained in the amendment, but for causes 
well understood by the house, and in a spirit of reciprocal con- 
ciliation, they must vote to reject the amendment. 

The amendment being rejected, the question recurred on the 
report as submitted. The yeas and nays were called for, were 
ordered, taken, and are yeas 91, nays 28. 

The profound silence which reigned in the hall and in the 
gallery, which was crowded by our fellow citizens, (only three 
ladies being present, as it happened to-day) the most anxious 
look of inquiry as to what was about to be done, (for those 
above were not informed of the mutual concessions which had 
been made below) and the fact that the transactions of the very 
inoment itself were of great importance, rendered the scene al- 
together of great interest. 

After the speaker announced the adoption of the report, (the 
whole union party voting therefor), a general feeling of satis- 
faction was evinced, and the notes of congratulation were heard 
all around, which were only hushed for the time being, by 

Mr. Phillips, of Chesterfield, who asked the indulgence of the 
house but fora moment. Ile rose (said Mr. P.) to withdraw 
the notice which he gave a few days since, claiming in behalf 
of the minority, the privilege of entering upon the journals of 
house, a protest against the amendment tothe 4th article of the 
constitution, Circumstances which had but then transpired, 
rendered such a course wholly unnecessary. Were he to con- 
fine himself strictly within the rules of parliamentary order, he 
should pass unnoticed the circumstances alluded to; but in this 
he should be doing great injustice to his own feelings, and to 
that spirit of conciliation, which he saw every where around 
him. in his own name, and in the name of those with whom 
itwas his proud destiny to act, he accepted the report of the 
committee on federal relations, as an offering laid upon the al- 
tar of his country. He felt prepared to join in recommending 
that the report be regarded as a ‘‘peace offering”? by our whole 
people. In the councils of the nation, he trusted that the state 
would, once more, afford a representation of a people united at 
home; and hereafter, however his fellow citizens should differ 
upon subjects of a political character, he trusted in God that 
they would never again forget, that they are all brothers of one 
family, citizens of one state. 

As soon as Mr. Phillips took his seat, there was a spontane- 
ous burst of approbation, and, unparliamentary as it surely was, 
it was nevertheless an overwhelming testimony of the total 
change of feeling which had been effected within the last twen- 
ty-four hours, Mutual congratulations were now exchanged. 

The two houses then joined in a ballot for governor, and on 
counting the votes, it appeared that George McDuffie having re- 
ceived 141 votes was duly elected. 

A ballot was then had for lieutenant governor, when it ap- 
peared that Whitemarsh B. Seabrook was duly elected. 

Messrs. D. L. Wardlaw, Shelton and Ward, were appointed 
a committee to wait on the governor elect, to inform him of his 
election, and to know his pleasure as to when he would qualify. 

Mr. Dunkin, from the committee on the judiciary, asked, and 
had leave to be discharged from the further consideration of the 
petition of sundry citizens of Barnwell, Edgefield and Orange- 
burg, praying a new judicial district; which was referred to the 
delegations from those districts, and that from Lexington. 

_ Very little else was done in the house, and after being in ses- 
sion until past 4 o’clock, adjourned. 

Similar proceedings in the senate. The question was carried, 
yeas 36, nays 4. 

8 B Cte 
“UNION” OR “NULLIFICATION??”? 
GEORGIA POLITICS. 
From the Milledgeville Journal of Nov. 14. 

The following is the report of the majority of the committee 
on the state of the republic; to whom was referred the execu- 
live nessage announcing the citation from the supreme court. 
And the counter report or substitute of the minority, offered by 
Mr. Dawson, of Greene. 
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The committee on the state of the republic, to whom were 
referred the executive communication of the 7th instant, with 
accompanying documents, report, That the writ of citation 
which has been served upon his excellency the governor, at the 
instance of James Graves convicted before the superior court of 
Murray county. of the crime of murder as detailed in his excei- 
lency’s message, is, in the view of your committee, an attempt 
to abuse the process of the supreme court of the United States, 
for the purpose of interfering with the ordinary criminal juris- 
diction of this state, which, by the constitution thereof, is vest- 
ed exclusively in her superior courts. 

The right to enforce the criminal laws of a state within her 
own limits, is one of local character, essential to the preserva- 
tion of peace and good order within ber borders, clearly belong- 
ing to that ‘‘residuary mass of sovereignty’? which is inherent 
in each state, and the exercise of which, although of vital im- 
portance to such state, does not interfere with the essential 
rights or interests of the other states in the confederacy. Your 
committee need not pause to show, by historical reference, that 
other states, having an Indian population witbin their borders, 
have afforded a practical exposition of the right of a state to 
punish the perpetrators of crimes (whether Indian or white) 
committed within her limits. Your committee need only refer 
to the recent case of George Tassels, in which our own state 
successfully carried out the principle in question. 

Your committee briefly remark, that by reason of the govern- 
ment under which we live being partly federal and partly na- 
tional, two distinct classes of cases arise, and that a just appre- 
ciation of the difference which exists between them will lead 
to a maintenance of the just rights of each state, while a due 
observance of those which belong to the United States, will be 
preserved. 

The right to regulate the interior police ofa state, is one of a 
local, domestic character, belonging to that class of cases, the 
legislation over which is exclusively vested in the state, and 
which should be asserted by ber with that firmness, dignity and 
moderation which should mark the deliberations of the repre- 
sentatives of her people. 

Your committee observe, that from the letter of William G. 
Springer, the agent of the state, which accompanies the execu- 
tive message, they learn, that from the course pursued by his 
honor judge Hooper (upon the propriety of which they disclaim 
the right of passing) a general determination has been excited 
among the Indians to maintain themselves against the policy 
and laws of this state, and your committee apprehend, that 
some obstacle may be interposed by that determination between 
the sheriff of Murray county, and the execution of the laws in 
the case of James Graves. They have therefore endeavored to 
provide for such exigency, by recommending the adoption of a 
resolution authorising the sheriff, should he deem it necessary, 
to employ such force as will ensure the execution of the sen- 
tence in the above case. 

Your committee, impressed with these views, respectfully re- 
commend for adoption the following resolutions: 

Resolved by the senate and house of representatives of the state 
of Georgia in general assembly met, That they view with feel- 
ings of deep regret, another attempt to interfere with the admi- 
nistration of the criminal laws of this state by the use of the 
process of the supreme court of the United States. 

Resolved, That the right to punish the perpetrators of crimes 
committed within the jurisdiction and chartered limits ofa state, 
is one of those residuary rights, the exercise of which is of vital 
importance to the domestic peace and internal economy of such 
state, and the practical operation of which can in no wise con- 
flict with the essential rights or interests of her co states. 

Resolved, That his excellency the governor be, and he is here- 
by requested to communicate by express to the sheriff of Mur- 
ray county, the determination of this state to enforce her crimi- 
nal laws; and that such orders be issued by him to that officer, 
as will ensure the execution of the laws in the case of James 
Graves convicted of murder. 

Resolved, That the sheriff of said county be, and he is hereby 
authorised and empowered to employ a guard of armed men, if 
he shall deem the same necessary, to carry into execution the 
said sentence. 

Resolved, That his excellency the governor, and all other offi- 
cers of this state be, and they are hereby required to avoid any 
step by which the state of Georgia may be made a party to the 
case sought to be made before the supreme court of the United 
States by the said process of citation. 


Substitute offered by Mr. Dawson. 

The committee on the state of the republic, to whom was re- 
ferred that part of the governor’s cominunication of the 7th inst. 
which has relation to the citation issuing from the supreme 
court of the United States, in the case of the state of Georgia 
vs. James Graves, a Cherokee Indian, lately indicted, tried an 
convicted for murder, before the superior court of the state, in 
the county of Murray, under and by virtue of the laws of this 
state, have had the same under consideration, and, as the result 
of their deliberations, present the following report: 

Whereas, it appears from said communication and the cita- 
tion accompanying it, that one of the judges of the supreme 
court of the United States has sanctioned a mandate or writ of 
error, citing the state of Georgia, through her chief magistrate, 
to appear before the supreme court of the United States, to be 
held in the city of Washington, in the District of Columbia, on 
the second Monday in January next, to defend said state, in the 
premises involved in said writ of error, at the instance of one 
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James Graves, recently convicted in the superior court of this 
State, lately held in and for the county of Murray, of the crime 
of murder; and as the right to punish all violations committed 
against the laws of the state, the peace and good order of socie- 
ty, (according to the constitution and laws), is an original and 
necessary part of sovereignty, belonging to the state of Georgia, 
and as the occasion will fully warrant, and the crisis demands 
on the part of this general assembly, a declaration of the princi- 
pies and the grounds on which they have determined to resist 
this interference on the part of the supreme court. 

** Be it therefore resolved, That the legislature of the state of 
Georgia, doth unequivocally avow a firm resolution to maintain 
and defend the constitution of the United States, and the con- 
stitution of this state, against every aggression, either foreign or 
deomestic—and that they will support the government of the 
United States in all measures warranted by the former. 

2. ‘Resolved, That this legislature most solemnly declares a 
warm attachment to the union of these states, to maintain 
which, it pledges all its powers, and for this end, it is their duty 
to watch over and oppose every infraction of those principles 
which constitute the only basis of that union, because a faithful 
observance of them can alone secure its existence and the pub- 
lic happiness. 

3. ‘Resolved, That this legislature doth explicitly and pe- 
remptorily declare, that it views the powers of the federal go- 
Vverument as resulting from the compact to which the states are 
parties as limited by the plain sense and intention of the instru 
ment constituting that compact; and in case of a deliberate and 
palpable and dangerous exercise of other powers not granted by 
the said compact, the states who are parties thereto, have the 
right and are in duty bound to interpose for arresting the progress 
of the evil and for maintaining within their respective limits, the 
authorities, rights and liberties appertaining to them. 

4. “That the several states composing the United States of 
America, are not united on the principle of unlimited submis- 
sion to their general government, but by cowpact under the style 
and title of a constitution of the United States and of amendments 
thereto, they constitute a government for special purposes: dele- 
gated to that government ceriain definite powers, reserving each 
state to itself the residuary mass of right to their own self-go- 
veroment; and that whensoever the general government assumes 
undelegated powers, its acts are unauthoritative, void and of no 
force. That to this compact, each state acceded as a state and 
as an integral party—that the. government created by this com- 
pact was not made the exciusive and final judge of the extent 
of the powers delegated to itself; since that would have made 
its discretion, and not the constitution, the measure of its pow- 
ere: but that, as in all other cases of compact between parties 
having no common judge, each party has an equal right to judge 
for itself, as well of infractions as of the mode and measure of 
redress. 

5. That this legislature doth also express its deep regret that 
@ spirit has in sundry instances been manifested by the federal 
goverument to enlarge its powers by forced constructions of the 
constitutional charter which defines them: and that indications 
have appeared of a desigu to expound certain general phrases 
(which have been copied from the very limited grant of powers 
in the former articles of confederation, were the less liable to 
be misconstrued) so as to destroy the meaning and effect of the 
particular enumeration which necessarily explains and limits 
the general phrases, and so to consolidate the states by degrees 
into one sovereignty; the obvious tendency and inevitable re- 
eult of which would be, to transform the present republican 
system of the United States, into one absolute government with- 
oat any limitation of power.”’ 


And holding and believing the principles avowed and declar- 
ed in the foregoing resolutions to be in full accordance with the 
mature of this government—and believing that “‘the strength 
and power of usurpation consist wholly in the fear of resisting 
it, and in order to be free it is only necessary to will it;”? and 
knowing that “the people of Georgia believed that when the 
states delegated to the hands of the general government the 
right to exercise certain sovereign powers, it was in trust for 
the accomplishment of certain specific objects, and every ex- 
ercise of power beyond the attainment of those specified ob- 
jeets, is a violation of the compact between the several states 
and the United States: and whenever that compact is infracted 
by the government of the United States, it belongs to the sever- 
al states to exercise their sovereignty; to reduce the general go- 
vernment to the exercise of powers within its legitimate sphere 
ef action and to restore the compact to its original purity’’— 
and being warned by past experience “‘that the judiciary branch 
of the general government is the instrument which, working 
like gavity without intermission, is to press us at last into one 
consolidated mass’’—and believing the doctrines contained in 
the communication of governor Lumpkin, to be correct and 
considering the crisis as one demanding on the part of the 
state, “determined resistance,” and ‘‘the history of the United 
States forcibly admonishes the people of the United States that 
they should suffer no invasion of their political constitutions 
{however trivial the instance may appear), to pass away with- 
outa “determined resistance”’—“‘the future evils of a bad ex- 
ample in government, are far heavier than any immediate mis- 
chief that can possibly result: every unreproved invasion of our 
political con-titutions, invites the crusades of arbitrary power 
against the public liberties; and while examples are supposed to 
jastify the most dangerous mneasures, a capacity for augmenta- 
tion gradually increases.’’ ‘The theory of governinent, as es- 











tablished in the United States, contemplates the federal and 
State governments as mutual checks on one another, constrain - 
ing the various authorities to revolve within their proper and 
eonstituuional spheres.’”? The inviolable preservation of our po- 
liseal institutions is entrusted to the general assembly of i}e 
freemen of Georgia in common with the legislatures of the seve- 
ral states; and the sacred duty devolves upon them of presery- 
ing these institutions unimpaired.’? 

Be it therefore further resolved, by the senate and house of 
representatives Of the siate of Georgia in general asssembly 
met, That they view with feelings of the deepest regret the in- 
terference by the Ny ae court of the United States, in the ad- 
ministration of the laws of this state, and that such an inter- 
ference is a “flagrant violation”? of her rights, and demands the 
*‘determined resistance’? of the state. 

Resolved further, ‘That the governor be, and every other offi- 
cer of the state, is hereby requested, and enjoined to disregard 
any and every mandate, process, writ of error, and prohibition, 
that has been, or shall be served on him or them, purporting to 
proceed from the supreme court of the United States, for the 
purpose of arresting the execution of the criminal Jaws of this 
state, especially in the case of the sentence of death, pronounc- 
ed by one of the judges of the supreme court against one James 
Graves, in the county of Murray. 

Resolved further, ‘That a copy of this report and these rese- 
lutions, be forthwith transmitted to the sheriff of Mussay coun- 
ty, by the governor, and that said sheriff be instructed, hereby 
to disregard said process and to conform to, and execute the e- 
ders or sentence of the superior court, in conformity to the 
laws of this state. 

ind whereas, The foregoing resolutions, requires and disects, 
that a ministerial officer, the sheriff ef Murray county, shali 
disregard a mandate issuing from a judge of the supreme coun 
of the United States, under the 25th section of an act, passed 
by the congress of the United States, on the 24th day ef Sep- 
tember, 1789, entitled ‘‘an act to establish the judicial courts of 
the United States,’ and which said 251b seetion declares, and 
accordingly enacts, that a final jodgment or decree in any suit 
in the highest court of law and equity of a state, in which a de- 
cision in the suit could be had, where is drawn in question the 
validity of a treaty or the statute of, or an authority exercised 
under the United States, and the decision is against their validi- 
tu, or where is drawn in question the validity of a statute of, or 
an authority exercised under any state on the ground of their 
being repugnant vo the constitution, treatises, or laws of the 
United States, and the decision is in favor of such thei vabidi- 
ty; or where is drawn in question the construction of any clause 
of the constitution, or of a treaty, a statule of, or commission 
held under the United States, and the decision is against the 
litle, right, privilege or eremption specially set up, or claimed by 
either party under such clause of the said constitution, treaty, 
statute or commission may be re-examined and reversed or al- 
firmed in the supreme court of the United States, upon a writ 
of error, the citation being signed by a justice of the supreme 
court of the United States:”? And whereas, the citation in be- 
half of said James Graves, served upon the governor of this 
state, had been issued, and is proceeding in conformity to the 
foregoing section of the act of 1789. And whereas, the said 
James Graves claims the protection of the supreme court of the 
United States, under and by virtue of various treaties, made by 
the United States with the Cherokee tribe of Indians, to which 
tribe he belongs, and did plead and defend himself on the ground 
of a want of jurisdiction in the superior court, before which he 
was tried and convicted, because under and by the treaties, 
and especially, the treaty at Holston in 1791, it was agreed and 
declared, that the territory of the Cherokees, was “nut within 
the jurisdiction of either of the states, or territorial districts of 
the United States.’’ 

And whereas, The said treaties, and said 25th section of the 
act of 1789, so far as relates to the authority vested in the su- 
preme court of the United States, to grant citations, for arrest- 
ing the criminal laws of this state; or depriving this state of the 
right of extending her laws to her constitutional limits; and ex- 
ercising complete jurisdiction over the same, and punishing the 
violations thereof, this legislature declares to be unconstitution- 
al, inoperative, null and void. 

“ind whereas, The sheriff of the county of Murray in the exe- 
cution of the sentence pronounced against the said James 
Graves, will violate, and that by the direction of this legislature, 
the mandate of the supreme court of the United States—for his 
protection. 

Be it resolved, That this legislature will, during its session, 
pass a law for his protection and security. 


The first set of resolutions, those reported by the committer, 
were passed, in the house 116 to 29, in the senate 72to 5. [tis 
not easy to obtain a clear idea what ‘“‘union”’ or “nullification” 
is—by the course of our southern fellow citizens. It would seem 
tous much like the difference ‘between tweedle dum und 
tweedle dee.’? Or, when we say that “‘orthodoxy means our 
doxy, and heterodoxzy some other man’s doxy.’’ 

The select committee to whom was referred the memorial of 
a committee of citizens from the Cherokee circuit, praying to 
be relieved from the consequences of the judicial administra- 
tion of judge Hooper, propose a resolution, respectfully request- 
ing the judge to resign, and desiring a reply from him io this re- 
quest, so that in case of his refusal the committee may inake @ 
further report on the course proper to be pursued. 





